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Arabs evaluate 10th round amid 
flurry of diplomatic activity 
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By Ahmad Shaker 

Special to The Star 

AS THE tenth round of Arab- 
Israeli negotiations folded with 
no progress to its credit, the 
Middle East is witnessing sod¬ 
den political developments that 
may decide the future of fre 
coming round Among the re¬ 
cent developments are the visit 
to Amman on Monday by Pal¬ 
estinian President Yasser Ara¬ 
fat and his talks with His Ma¬ 
jesty King Hussein. Also 
Israel's Foreign Minis ter Shim¬ 
on Peres visit to Cairo and his 
statements about peace and the 
American role. 

But the most important de¬ 
velopment will be the visit by 
the newly-appointed US coor¬ 
dinator to the peace process 
Dennis Boss to the region, 
which wiO start today, Thurs¬ 
day. 

. A Jordanian official close to 
theTortfaftriaanegotia tin g dele¬ 
gation tbW The Star that the 
United States appears to be 
ready to change its tactics re¬ 
garding its role in the peace ne¬ 
gotiations. One way will be for 
the US to increase contacts 
with the various parties instead 
of increasing the number of ne¬ 
gotiating rounds. This is pre¬ 
cisely what Mr Ross's visit to 
tile region entails. 

The pre-round contacts will 
aim at focusing attention on 
mr**m points and narrowing 
diff erences. Mr Ross's visit will 


result in a new US document to 
replace the one presented by 
Washington to the Palestinians 
and tiie Israelis and which the 
Pales tinians rejected. 

The Jordanian source said 
that while the gap is still wide 
along the Palestinian-Israeli 
track, a new track appears to be 
forming which could be called 
tiie US-Palestinian track. 

The source said that major 
differences between Israel and 
the Palestinians include the def¬ 
inition of the geographical area 
included in the UN Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 
338, Jerusalem and sovereignty 
within the context of self-rule. 

A Palestinian source in Am¬ 
man told The Star that the PLO 
rejects tiie US document, but 
that the United States has made 
it clear that the paper was not 
final and could be amended. 
Tbe source added that the PLO 
will launch an extensive diplo¬ 
matic activity and that the Pal¬ 
estinian president wil! make an 
Arab tour that will aim at re¬ 
cruiting Arab support for tiie 
Palestinian position. 

The source said tiie Palestine 
National Council (PNQ will 
hold a meeting in Tunis soon to 
discuss the peace process be¬ 
fore the next round of negotia¬ 
tions and after securing an' 
Arab stand at the foreign minis¬ 
ters meeting which will be held 
in Beirut this month. The 
source said that the PLO will 
not accept tiie new American 


position which it described as 
rejecting all the principles that 
Washington was committed to 
in Madrid. 

The Palestinian source did 
not exclude tiie possibility of 
the PLO launchin g an initiative 
of its own towards tbe Israelis. 
Pointing to die latest statements 
Bassam Abu Sharif^ political 
advisor to Arafat, told Israeli 
TV this week that he is ready 
to fly to Tel Aviv if the Israelis 
were ready to talk about Jerusa¬ 
lem and Palestinian seif gov¬ 
ernment. 

Arab observers also pointed 
to the upcoming meeting that 
will be held by US undersecre¬ 
tary of State and new US am¬ 
bassador to Israel, Edward Dje- 
rejian, and Egyptian officials. 
The observers said they expect¬ 
ed Mr Djerejian to bring new 
US assurances to tiie Palestini¬ 
ans including an Israeli com¬ 
mitment to improving the quaI-~ 
ity of life in the Occupied 
Territories, facilitating tiie re¬ 
turn of Palestinian deportees 
and future negotiations over 
East Jerusalem. 

But it is clear that no party is 
likely to boycott the negotia¬ 
tions, the observers noted. 

Other sources said that in 
contrast to the bilateral talks, 
tiie multilateral negotiations are 
making progress and that re¬ 
ports will be prepared to be dis¬ 
cussed during the 11th round of 
the bilaterals. ■ 
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' Jordanian engineer says huge mineral 

deposits remain untapped 


I By Bilal Htfjawi 

Star Staff Writer 

r. ON FIRST May 1980, there 
<■: were no sealed envelops to 

u open at the then Petroleum Ex- 
« pforation Directorate, headed at 

i that time by engineer Kama! 

r JreisaL "It was a gross failure, 
£ we couldn't attract a single oil 
r. prospector to Jordan at that 
time," said Mr JreisaL 

* And although foreign oil 
if. companies have been looking 

for oil as far back as the 1960s, 
c it was the Natural Resources 
<- Authority (NRA) that was first 
if to strike oU in the eastern Jor- 
f ffani an desert in 1984. ■ 

/ Today an exploratory oil well 

in Ghor Haditka in the Jordan 
Valley is producing 100 gal- 
,V loos of oil an hour ar a depth of 

* 300 meters: A modest begin- 
f ring, but "a promising oil 
i show." according to Jreisat 
p who is former director of the 

NRA. . 

, l( ,x It is in the Jordan Valley that 
lh ‘ t t jreisat ftlicves that huge qnan- 
tides ofdillie untapped. He ex- 
. plained that the Jordan Valley 
'I Suit, traps a huge oil reservoir, 
r. Tm really excited about the 

* prospect of oil in the Jordan 
Valley area, and because oil 
moves about free of any poliu- 

..: cal borders, to tbe west and east 

" banks of the valley, I believe a 

new gfate in Palestine would 
strike ofl,“ the geologist added. 
.. Mr Jreisat believes that raising 
die issue of ml now and while 
« the peace negotiations are un- 
derway would enhance me 
, pnjspe^ of peace mid the con¬ 
cept of a Palestinian state. 


"An oil study should aug¬ 
ment and push negotiations to 
achieve i tems ou the agenda in 
a shorter tune. It should give 
Palestinians more confidence in 
their future," Jreisat said. 
"Should ofi and gas be made 
available in tbe potential state, 
moral conditions and psycho¬ 
logical state of people will -be 
in a better shape." 

Mr Jreisat, a geologist and 
petroleum engineer with over 
30 years experience in Jordan's 
mineral resource sector, has 
been involved in all major geo¬ 
logical projects in Jordan since 
1963 and until his retirement 
early this year. Today he runs a 
private oQ and water explora¬ 
tion company and monitors oil 
exploration developments in 
the region. 

Since gas and oil belong to 
the same family, the likelihood 
of striking oil increases if gas is 
found. "In 1967, I supervised 
the drilling operations in the li- 
san area (Dead Sea) and Ram- 
tha (on the Syrian borders)... I 
witnessed tbe birth of the first 
oil (bop coming out from the 
experimental Ramiha well 
(S90) in 1969," said the engi¬ 
neer. Less than two decades lat¬ 
er, in 1987, a major natural gas 
discovery was made along the 
Jordan-Iraqi borders. The Ri¬ 
sks discovery has added to my 
conviction that oil and natural 
gas reserves are available in 
Jordan," Jreisat said. 

The ex-public sector pioneer 
took bis faith into new depths 
in June 1993, when be regis¬ 
tered die Orient for Water & 
Petroleum Operations (OWPO) 



Jreisat 

to explore oil and water re¬ 
sources in the Kingdom. 
Though still in the research 
stage, his company may stand 
to gain should oil or gas be¬ 
come tbe new comer in the Jor¬ 
danian economy. Jreisat be¬ 
lieves he has a good case. He 1 
said that the area of oil and gas 
discoveries in Jordan stretches 
for 600 kilometers, forming a 
triangle connecting the Jordan 
Valley well with Al Risks gas 
field on the borders with Iraq 
and touching the now (by Ham-, 
za wen 340 kilometers south¬ 
west of Al Risha. 

It is still an enigma why 
years of concessions to foreign 
oil companies like Hambo of 
South Korea, American AMCO 
and Hunt, Belgian Petrovina, 
Austrian OMV and Japanese 
JNOC had failed to produce 
important oil finds. However 
Hambo Energy Co. Ltd may 
yet prove otherwise. Last year 
toe company agreed to spend 
$17 million within toe coming 
six years on gas and oil explo¬ 
ration in Jordan. 


While oil is king, other min¬ 
eral resources can still pave the 
way to a strong export-driven 
economy. "Jordan can be one 
of the richest nations in toe 
area but little of toe huge min¬ 
eral deposits bad been tapped," 
Jreisat said While phosphate, 
cement and potash are the main 
minerals being commercially 
exploited in Jordan, they repre¬ 
sent "a friction of toe available 
variety of natural wealth." 

Under Mr Jreisat, NRA com¬ 
piled and published a list of 
55,000 occurrences of natural 
material in Jor dan "Jordan is 
one of the richest countries in 
the world in non-metallic min¬ 
erals like phosphates, potash, 
dolomite, limestone, feldspar 
and many others," he said. He 
believes that Jordan's gold 
mine is toe Dead Sea. "There 
are plans to establish industries 
that are projected to produce 
over $600 million annually,” he 
said. 

Abundant mineral resources 
available on toe surface in Jor¬ 
dan include potassium feldspar 
which goes into manufacturing 
glass and ceramics. 

Glass sand in Jordan is alw 
available in great quantities and 
in the best form. Though it is 
being utilized to produce glass, 
its potential is hardly exploited. 
The factory utilizes only 
12,000 tons annual ly and a 
good size operation should be 
operating in die vicinity of a 
200,000 capacity, thus produc¬ 
ing glass containers, crystal 
glasses, ceramics, metallurgical 
and, abrasives, paper sand, 
limestone, molding sands, sili¬ 


con carbide, and other material. 

A wealth of other natural ma¬ 
terial has been included in toe 
NRA's study, which has ranked 
glass sand processing among 
toe industries that are most vi¬ 
able for economic develop¬ 
ment. "Pure limestone belongs 
to toe most important non- 
metallic raw materials for in¬ 
dustrial and agricultural pur¬ 
poses," NRA said. The materi¬ 
al complements toe glass, 
sugar, iron and other industries 
and is used in toe fertilizer, in¬ 
dustrial water treatment and 
white cement production. 

One most important aspect 
about the available natural re¬ 
sources in Jordan is that many 
of them complement each other 
in the manufacturing process to 
produce value added commodi¬ 
ties. One example is toe glass 
factory in Ma'an, which could 
be made more efficient by us¬ 
ing dolomite — available close 
to toe factory — and by using 
Jordanian feldspar and using 
sodium chemicals locally. An¬ 
other example is tbe phosphate 
industry which can be made 
more competitive if sulphuric 
acid is produced locally, which 
is now being imported — add¬ 
ing JD 40 million to toe cost of 
producing phosphate fertilizers. 

"Jordan has about 40,000 bil¬ 
lion tons of oil shale, which can 
yield 10 percent oil if pro¬ 
cessed. It was difficult to do 
such a thing in toe past but, re¬ 
cently, a Canadian company 
has developed a much better 
technology to extract oil from 
shale rocks," said Mr JreisaL ■ 
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His Majesty King Hussein receives Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat at Al Hashimyya Palace 
Tuesday. The two leaders discussed bilateral 
relations , the peace process and regional issues. 
The talks were described as positive and good. 
President Arafat said that future 
Jordanian-Palestinian confederation remains 
the natural choice of both people. The meeting 
was attended by Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam 
Majali, Chief of the Royal Court Dr Khaled Al 
Karaki, Minister of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Dr Jawad Anani, on the Jordanian side. 
Mr Yasser Abed Rabbo and Dr Hanan Ashrawi 
attended on the Palestinian side. 


■ His Majesty King Hussein was ad¬ 
mitted to the Queen Alia Heart Center 
at the Hussein Medical City Wednes¬ 
day after complaining of an irregular 
heart beat, the King's personal physi¬ 
cian announced. He said the King un¬ 
derwent necessary medical tests and 
that he is in very good condition. Lat¬ 
er Dr Yousef Qussous told Radio Jor¬ 
dan that the King's heart is in excel¬ 
lent condition and that the irregular 
heart beat is a result of stress. He add¬ 
ed that the King will stay in hospital 
for two to three days until his heart re¬ 
verts to normal beating. The Star wish¬ 
es His Majesty a speedy recovery'. 


Seminar discusses role 
of women in politics 


By Amy Henderson 
Star Staff Writer 

PICKING UP toe ball after toe 
adoption of the National Strate¬ 
gy for Women, political acti¬ 
vists gathered for the Jordanian 
Women and Political Work 
seminar Monday at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

The open forum was spon¬ 
sored by Al Urdun al Jadid Re¬ 
search Center and was chaired 
by Leila Sharaf, a senator and 
former minister of information. 

Senator Sharaf said that al¬ 
though the conference had a 
limited mandate, it was the first 
of several open forums. The 
seminar discussed various is¬ 
sues relating to women in poli¬ 
tics including toe failure of 
their movement to promote 
women's political causes and 
to search for ways and means 
of diverting toe failures. They 
stressed that women's organiza¬ 
tions should incorporate many 
women from all social strata. 

Senator Sharaf said that the 
conference is trying to reach so¬ 
ciety as a whole to heighten 
awareness of the problems 
women in the political arena are 
facing. 

"Most of toe problems [re¬ 
garding women in politics] are 
known," she told The Star, "but 
women are silent. When we 
put [toe issues] at the surface, 
they become the issues of the 
day and society has to deal with 
them. We're exerting a form of 
pressure and awareness build¬ 
ing to hopefully bring programs 
that will promote our causes." 

The conference, staged in two 
rounds, prompted discussion 
on: programs which will help 
women's associations to be able 
to join the new democratic or¬ 
der; toe reasons why women 
don't join in political activities; 
and parties and programs that 
would help them to become in- 
! volved in such activities: toe 
touch debated issue of a wom¬ 
en's quota for Parliament; and 
an official decision to sponsor 
a ministry for women's affairs. 

Addressing toe crowd of 
about 70 women of various po¬ 
litical affiliations and opinions, 
Sharaf said that in toe past 
women talked about political 
participation, but did not extend 
themselves past toe elections. 


'That is jusi a small part." she 
said. "The right to tw candi¬ 
dates to Parliament was 
claimed by a small group of 
women in Jordan, but after we 
had the right of candidacy, we 
did not continue to promote our 
role. [The right of J candidacy 
was toe end of everything." 

Before toe discussion, Sharaf 
reminded those present that the 
unity of women was necessary 
to make a strong and meaning¬ 
ful contribution to the new- 
democratic order in Jordan, and 
urged women to take full re¬ 
sponsibility for upgrading their 
status at all levels and that 
women should not blame socie¬ 
ty or men for past failures, even 
though both have played a role 
in hindering 

"We shouldn’t distance our¬ 
selves from our own responsi¬ 
bility." she said. "We must be 
critical of ourselv es first." 

Seminar participants also 
voiced opinions about the fail¬ 
ure of the women's movement 
to achieve significant results. 

Ayda Mutlaq, former head of 
the Jordan Women Fedenition- 
Irbid branch, said that any so¬ 
cial development begins with 
people and should keep pace 
with new political develop¬ 
ments. 

Women are crucial to Jor¬ 
dan's development, a view that 
other participants strongly sup¬ 
ported. 

She continued that during the 
last election, there was an at¬ 
mosphere of mistrust and a lack 
of support for women, which 


prevented their progress. 

Dr Raja'a Abu Gharaieh said 
that active women try to join 
parties and parliament on the 
political front but find them¬ 
selves faced with obstacles of 
social and cultural background. 
In addition, the movement has 
tailed to change the views 
about women in the traditional¬ 
ly male dominated society. 

Hyfaa Gcmal. deputy secre¬ 
tary general of the Jordan Dem¬ 
ocratic Women's League said 
that women have concentrated 
only on elections and candida¬ 
cy. although there are many 
oilier political areas in which 
women could make contribu¬ 
tions. 

Sharaf told The Star that de¬ 
spite the many social and cultu¬ 
ral obstacles women face in the 
political arena, she is optimistic 
about change in the near future. 

The influence of democracy 
and the influence of toe wom¬ 
en's movement in the world 
gives .significant momentum to 
the movement in Jordan, she 
said. 

"We will benefir from the ex¬ 
perience of women in other so¬ 
cieties." she said. "The interna¬ 
tional community has 
positively influenced toe Jordan 
women's movement." 

She added (hat "Democracy 
is coming at a time when wom¬ 
en's rights awareness is being 
broadened, so [democratic 
changes] will help women’s 
causes." ■ 


Coca-Cola International Company 
accredits Jerusalem/Intermarkets 
Advertising as its agents in Jordan 

Jenisalem/Imermarkets Advertising recently signed an agree¬ 
ment with toe Coca-Cola International Company accrediting 
it as toe advertising agent for toe soft drink giant in Jordan. 

After more than a century since its inception, toe Coca-Cola 
Company operates in over 195 countries, serving more than 
685million drinks a day all over toe globe. 

The acquisition of this major account is considered a mile¬ 
stone in toe working history of JerusaJem/Intermarkets, ac¬ 
claimed as toe largest and most established advertising agency 
in Jordan. 

The agency’s credentials boast such accounts as five-star ho¬ 
tels. airlines, national and international industries and compa- 
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Journalists: 

to be or not to be 

■ The Press Association is 
waging a campaign aimed at 
tightening the noose around the 
necks of those whom the asso¬ 
ciation does not consider as 
journalists. Under the new 
Press and Publication law, a 
journalist must be member of 
the association. Naturally, 
those who are not, face the dis¬ 
mal pros- -- 

pect of los- 
mg their .*?. 
jobs. but 
only if their 

employers aw £.r \ 

heed the as- 
sociation's 
warnings. 

Association osg &-— 

President Al Qdah 
Mr Sulie- 
man Al 

Qdah is upholding an associa¬ 
tion law that says that no one 
should practice journalism if 
he, or she, is not a trained jour¬ 
nalist. The association believes 
that journalists, both in main¬ 
stream and in the newly estab¬ 
lished party press, must be reg¬ 
istered with the association. 
This is likely, at least in the 
short and medium term, to trim 
the industry down to the bare 
minimum. Many correspon¬ 
dents, reporters and editors, 
some of whom are internation¬ 
ally-recognized journalists but 
who are not registered with the 
association, will not face the 
latest onslaught lying down. 
They intend to fight- One ex¬ 
ample is the English-language 
press in Jordan where a small 
number of editors and reporters 
have journalism degrees. Now’ 
they face two options: Lose 
their jobs, or accept to be con¬ 
sidered trainees for a maximum 
two year period. Considering 
that some of them have been in 
the business for 10 to 15 years, 
the second option is humiliat¬ 
ing. 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


Wa'ad hold its 
annual conference 


■ The 

Arab Un¬ 
ionist Dem¬ 
ocratic Par¬ 
ty (Wa'ad) 
has can- 

' celled its 

annual con¬ 
ference that 
was to start Al Shaer 
on Friday. 

Like Most 

new parties, Wa'ad is lacing 
difficulties and internal party 
feuding, which led Mr Jamal Al 
Shaer to quit the party. He says 
that the competition between 
Mr Anees Al Muasher and Mr 
Muhammad Al Aw ran over the 
party's presidency was the final 
straw . Mr Al Shaer says the two 
have been actively lobbying 
members on the eve of the par¬ 
ty conference, that is likely to 
lead to great divisions. In his 
letter of resignation Mr Al 
Shaer called on the party's sec- 
retarv Mr Talal Al Omari to 
stop the fighting and cool the 
party down. 

New tax on unions 

■ The MinistrjT'of Labor or¬ 
dered trade unions to pay one 
percent of their income to Jor¬ 
danian universities according to 
M Baath weekly. This comes at 
a time when trade unions are 
facing acute financial shortage 
resulting from a cut in subsidies 
from the same ministry from JD 
30.000 to only JD 15.000. What 
has made this situation worse 
was that the ministry policy, ac¬ 
cording to the same source, has 
slopped subsidizing directly to 
individual unions and associa¬ 
tion but instead to the affiliated 
General Labor Union, which in 
turn retained the money in its 
own coffers and kept the subsi¬ 
dies from the Social Services 
Corp., as well. 


Corruption in the 
taxis union! 

■ The 20,000 strong taxi driv¬ 
ers union, presently under in¬ 
vestigation for alleged financial 
irregularities, is in murky wa¬ 
ters this week. Allegations of 
corruption and embezzlement 
are rife in its Al Zanqa branch 
that the High Court closed it 
down, according to Al Baath. A 
scandal also brewing in the Ir- 
bid branch of the union, for al¬ 
leged involvement in theft, for¬ 
gery and the misuse of union 
fund is currently under investi- - 
eation. In Aqaba, lack of confi¬ 
dence in the administrative 
committee of the union branch 
led to its disbandment and elec¬ 
tions are presently under way 
for a new committee. 

Water, water! 

■ Its pleasing to know that 
water is today a hot topic in the 
stick, 
sweaty 
summer of 
Jordan. For 
every year 
we have a 
major wa¬ 
ter short¬ 
age which 
the author¬ 
ities seem Abu Zunt 

to do little 

about. But it looks that this 
summer they might, judging 
from the public interest that it 
is generating. While even as re¬ 
cently as last week, deputies 
Abdel Minem Abu Zant and 
Abdel Azziz Jaber sent a mem¬ 
orandum to the Minister of Wa¬ 
ter and Irrigation Mr Bass am 
Kakish reminding him of the 
cut in water supplies to the are¬ 
as of Amman, in particular to 
poor neighborhoods. The two 
deputies hoped that an exten¬ 
sive study will be carried out 
leading lo solving the problem 
once and for all. Nice work! 


Draught and rain 

■ A report recently out by the 
UN Food and Agriculture Or¬ 
ganization and by Economic 
and Social Commission for 
West Asia, paints a gloomy 
picture for Jordan's agricultural 
poor because of the growing 
drought situation as a result of 
the increasing lack of rainfall. 

The report says that seasonal 
droughts have already affected 
up to 95,000 families who de¬ 
pend on agriculture and animal 
rearing for their livelihood. 
'Worst affected are 20,000 fam¬ 
ilies of 120,000 dependents 
who are in urgent need of im¬ 
mediate food aid. The report 
estimates that 7200 tons of 


wheat and flour and 360 tons of 
oil are needed in aid for these 
families for the next five 
months. 

This has prompted the gov¬ 
ernment to ask the World Food 
Program to classify Jordan as a 
drought stricken country'. 

Elections update 

■ Ninety percent of deputies 
have stated their intention to 
run for a second term and con¬ 
test the upcoming elections. Of 
those who lost the 1989 elec¬ 
tion, eighty percent have said 
they would stand again. It is es¬ 
timated that over JD 1 million 
will be spent by hopeful candi¬ 
dates in one constituency. In 
larger constituencies, candi¬ 
dates will have to spend consid¬ 
erably more than that. 

With election day approach¬ 
ing slowly, more and more can¬ 
didates particularly those of the 
tribal areas are announcing 
their intentions to stand. The 
31-year-old Haider TuxId Al 
Zaben says he will fight for the 
mid-bedouin constituency. 
While for the Balqa constituen¬ 
cy three candidates have al¬ 
ready been selected for the 
Aba3 tribe. These include Me- 


Let me guess.- you re an 
coming homeioget married -... 



I Jala! Rifai/Ad Dustour 


fleh Alyan Al Alween, Dr Fay- 
ez Al Rabyeeh and Dr Musta- 
pha Shneikat Al Shamayleb 
tribe of the Karak have selected 
their candidate. Dr Adel Sha- 
mayleh, the finance manager of 
theTCC 

■ As the country revs up for 
an outbreak of sloganeering"and 
electioneering, voters and can¬ 
didates alike are reminded of 
one candidate, who shall re¬ 



main nameless, standing for'the 
last Parliamentary elections. He 
based his campaign on the prin¬ 
ciple that the best way voters 
hearts was through the electo-- 

rates' stomachs. 

So in the months leading up 
to the 1989 elections, he set oat 
preparing daily manasef for bis 
constituents. - Come the elec- 
tions, the candidate found the 
money spent on those manasef 
in the thousands was much 


more than (hie votes he obtained; 
from those very same pcoar.; /. 

What he did was to send out 
invitations for another big gfldW. 
ering which, was attended by* 
good- number of peqp^^wy 
this rime with no . pre- 

pa As .the guests gathered be 
stood in the middle- and- Saw, 
M oh people, you have eateti my 

mcnasep and elected my rtvtf 
and he dismissed them all. 


Vice-President of the EC Manuel Marin 

Problems can't be solved from 


By Pamela Dougherty 

Special to The Star 

JORDAN'S EMPHASIS on the 
need for economic self-reliance 
reflects a good analysis of the 
world situation, says Mr Ma¬ 
nuel Marin, Vice-President of 
the European Commission and 
'Commissioner for Development 
Cooperation, wKo paid a four- 
"Tlay visit to Jordan this week. 

At press conference in Am¬ 
man Mr Marin noted that the 
European Community is now 
the world's largest aid donor, 
providing 42 percent of all pub¬ 
lic aid, but he emphasised that 
whatever outside donors can 
provide it is only a fraction of 
what countries can do for them¬ 
selves in terms of development. 
It is unrealistic, he said, to ima¬ 
gine that a country's problems 
can be solved from outside. 

During his visit Mr Marin 
had the opportunity to review a 
number of issues, including 
Jordan's own efforts in restruc¬ 
turing the economy and lessen- 
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ing its dependence on external 
support, in meetings held with 
His Majesty' King Hussein, 
Rime Minister Abdel SaJam 
Majali and a number of govern¬ 
ment ministers. 

The European Community's 
support for Jordan, which 
comes through a series of fi¬ 
nancial and technical protocols, 
has always been directed to 
supporting the government's 
own efforts in developing the 
economy. 

Under the 4th Protocol, 
signed in 1991 and running un¬ 
til 1996, a total , of ECU 126 
million in grants and loans is 
available, including ECU 80 
million m loans from the Euro¬ 
pean Investment Bank (BTB), 
ECU 44 million in grants from 
EC budgetary sources and ECU 
2 mill ion in contributions to risk 
capital formation. 

Priority areas for cooperation 
under the current protocol are 
water and private sector devel¬ 
opment again a reflection of the 
government's own priorities. 



Marin 

Technical assistance from the 
Community is already being 
provided for a number of pro¬ 
jects in the water sector includ¬ 
ing those in the Azraq oasis and 
the Hanimad and Wadi Sirhan 
basins to assess water availabil¬ 
ity and formulate possible strat¬ 
egies for their use. The water 
resources of the Mujib Basin in 
southern Jordan are also under 
study and other studies have 
been completed for the rehabili¬ 
tation and upgrading of the 
King Abdullah Canal and- the 
Kqfreui dam. 


Jordanian companies have been 
encouraged to participate in Eu- 
ropartenariat, a Community 
program; • encouraging coop¬ 
eration between small and me¬ 
dium-sized companies in the 
Community, eastern ' Europe 
and the Mediterranean Basin. 

Improved Jordanian exports 
to Europe are being encouraged 
with a series of sectorrrelated 
export seminars- planned for 
late 1993 and early 1994. 

The 4th protocol also include 
substantial support for Jordan's 
structural adjustment efforts. In • 
feet the first major decision un^ 
der the protocol was the alloca¬ 
tion of ECU 50 million for this 
area, ECU 10 million of it from 
the protocol itself and ECU 40 
milli on from a special facility 
available for ’. Mediterranean 
countries undertaking structural 
adjustment programs. ' „■ • . 

The ECU 50 million is being 
used to support Jordan's import; 
programs, with :the foreign ex¬ 
change going'to the Central 


Bank of Jordan and die coun- • 
terpart funds in dinars being ; 
channeled through the govern¬ 
ment budget for labor intensive 
infrastructure projects in 
supply, rural toads,. schools ■ 
buildings and hospitals. The ID.' 
213 million second tranche of 
this support was transferred, tt* 
Jordan at the end of June. 

On the question of the Euro- . 
pean role-in the peace process;.' 
Mr Marin also made it clear ; 
that while the EC is committed, 
to the process and is "perma¬ 
nently in contact" with the par- 
tidpants; progress on the eco¬ 
nomic component of _ flic., 
"multilalerals, for which it is re- ' 
sponsible; is dependent .on., 
progress at the bilateral negoti¬ 
ations. . . . ■ 

The EC commissioner noted 
wryly that he had no specific 
formula for peace himself. “Iff 
had a miraculous formula to 
create the conditions for peace 
I would deliver it at once" he , 
' said.* " ' • ,r '~; 


The upcoming children's conference 


A step to share 
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By Vesna Masharqa 
Special to the Star 

UNDER THE patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation will 
host the 13th Conference on 
Arab Children between 12 -18 
July. 

The theme of this year’s con¬ 
ference will be "Our History 
And Future" and it will bring 
together children from different 
parts of the Arab world. Orga¬ 
nizer Hyara Al Faraj told The 
Star , that the six-day confer¬ 
ence wilThelp to bring together 
children to interact and ex¬ 
change experiences. She said 
that two boys and two girls be¬ 
tween the ages of 11-13 from 
different Arab countries will be 
attending, as well as 10 chil¬ 
dren from Jordan. They will 
concentrate on themes such as 
commoh history, shared culture 
and future outlook. 

Government officials from 
Algeria, Oman, Sudan, Egypt, 
Tunisia and Palestine have all 
responded positively and- for¬ 
mally agreed to send young 
delegates. Syria, Iraq and 



Last year's Arab Children’s 

Yemen are still formally to ac¬ 
cept Dr Mohammad Ayash of 
the Noor Al Hussein Founda¬ 
tion told The Star that "the in¬ 
vitations were issued' to all 
Arab countries. The cultural-at¬ 
taches were invited to a meet¬ 
ing at the Foundation where 
they were briefed about the 
conference's objectives." As he 


Congress • . . -L - 

- pointed out, "the Arab children 
.conference -which was inaugu¬ 
rated by HM-QueCn Noof dur¬ 
ing "the Arab‘Summit in Am¬ 
man 13 years ago, is an annual- 
event of 750 children from 17 
" countries whose basic aim is to 
. widen cultural understanding of 
Arab children and bung them, 
.^closer together.- 
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M 


to an exhibition of a variety 4jp^ 
of traditional and .modem rugs . {j SSS l 

5th —9th July 1 f IT! 

from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. .||||| 

at Queen Alia Fund's building ffijf 
Abdoun — Tel. 825241/2. 


Scheduled on this. • 
year's conference 
will be visits to his- ; 
torical sites, such as: - 
the King Abdullah 
Mosque, with its 
vast conference and 
theater center where 
they will be shown 
films on the restore- . 
tion of the Dome of 
Rock, Martyrs’ 
Monument at Al • 
Karameh Battle 
Site, Abu Obeidah 
Monument in the 
Jordan Valley, 
Mount Nebo, Mada- .. 
ba, Ajloun Castle ; 
and Petra. 

Also , the children - , 
will be taken on. a 
tour of Amman, vis¬ 
it ..Jordan - University, see .the 
Bani Hanrida handicraft indus¬ 
try and the Haya Child Devel¬ 
opment -Center in Amman and- 
go to the Dead Sea. 

The children will attend the 
opening ceremony of the Jerash 
Festival and some will partici¬ 
pate in a huinber of its events. 

The children will be put up 
; by Jordanian families during 
their stay. Already 32 families . 
have" said/jhey would be pre-. 
pared to take some.Tt is stipu¬ 
lated by; : ,the : organizers, that 
children spend ar least one. day~ 
with theirihosts. 

For some Jordanian families • 
putting up children lias become 
a yearly event, enjoying playing 
hosts to children from other 
partsr of the Arab world; conse- 
quently friendship developed' 
between them that was kept . 
through correspondence and ex-" : 
change vishs. 

More . .* than. .. 20 non-.. 
governmental organizatiohs has 
helped - in the organization of v 
the conference and - donations ; 
collected-so-far has amounted 
to JD 3^00. ' .. " 

At the closing session ‘ of the" 
-■13th- Arabchildren conferawe, 
children will issue recom¬ 
mendation s, and define die 
/theme for the next conference. 
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M His Majesty King Hussein has ' 
launched the national dialogue over the 
issue of the future of the electoral law by ! 
summoning the country's senators and ! 
briefing them on his motives for changing 
the law. By doing so. the King has fo¬ 
cused the nation's attention again on this 
hotly-debated issue. To change or not to • 
change, when and why?? It is apparent 
that the King is in favor of amending the 
law. But he would like that change to be the outcome of a 
national debate among the various political and intellectual 
circles similar to the ode that preceded the adoption of the 
National Charter. 

The change, if it takes place, the King told Upper House 
senators, must be in the interest of the democratic process. 
It must exemplify our keenness (to support) national unity, 
and higher national interests and the democratic process. 

It became clear that His Majesty also favors a one man, 
one vote system, to replace the current one which gives vot¬ 
ers more than one vote according to their respective constit¬ 
uencies. He said he wanted to see an emphasis on the hu¬ 
man being so he would appreciate the value of his vote and 
would consider it among his duties which put the national 
interest above every thing else. 

But when senators expressed their opinions on the issue, 
it became obvious that there were conflicting views. Speak¬ 
er of the Upper House Ahmad Lawzi supported the one 
man, one vote system, although be was not clear on how 
the change would take place. Former Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran, whose government was the first to win a difficult 
vote of confidence in 1990 from the present Lower House, 
was against changing the law at the present time. He said if 
the present law violated the Constitution, then it was up to 
the Higher Council for Laws Interpretation to decide in ac¬ 
cordance with the Constitution. He feared that a change in 
any other way would threaten national unity. 

Former Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat was also against 
changing the law saying that if the change intends to make 
the coming Lower House more representatives and more 
expressive of national unity, then it must not be allowed for 
a certain faction to perceive the change as a way of contain¬ 
ing iL Mr Obeidat, who headed the Royal Committee on 
the National Charter, added that overcoming the shortcom¬ 
ings in the present law can be carried out through other 
means. 

Other deputies also expressed their disapproval of any at¬ 
tempts to change the electoral law without going through 
the proper legislative channels, or replacing it with a one 
man, (me vote system. They included Mohammad Rasoul 
A1 Kilani, Hamad A1 Farhan, Omar Nabilsi, Amin Shuqair, 
Ishaq A1 Farhan and Salem Massadeh. Those who were in 
favor included Hustti Ayesb, Sheikh Khalaf Abu Nuweir, 
Amer Khamasb, Akef AI Fayez and Kama] AI Shaer. 

. Most of those who were against the change said that un¬ 
employment and poverty were the main causes behind ine¬ 
qualities in some constituencies and not the present electo¬ 
ral law. 

With such diverse views on the subject by the country's 
senators, it appears that whatever the government decides 
to do will not be popular. But the national debate has com¬ 
menced and the coming days will usher more debates and 
views on the issue. One interesting fact emerged from the 
King's meeting with the senators: Both opponents and pro¬ 
ponents of change have backed their position with talk 
abbut protecting national unity. It will be interesting to see 
to which side will the balance finally tip. 

V Minister of Water and Irrigation Bas- 
sam Kakish must be counting the days 
for winter to come. After all it's not his 
fault that he took office in the middle of 
summer. He's being bairaged with pro¬ 
tests and appeals to pump water into the 
dry and rusty pipes of many Amman 
neighborhoods. His mouth diy from 
making so many statements, we feel that 
it's wrong for the country to blame him Kakish - 
for an endemic shortage of drinking war 
ter. But since he chose to bear the cross, he must assume 
his responsibility and redirect the water policy in Jordan to¬ 
wards the goal of an effective and efficient national 
water utilization. Having said that we back the minister's 
campaign to collect the JD 10 million debt owed by citi¬ 
zens to the Water Authority. These funds and much more 
are needed to finance any serious effort to restore and mod¬ 
ernize our waier supply network, where an estimated 35 to 
50 percent waste is recorded, find new wells and build ad¬ 
ditional dams. 

The problem with water, we think, is that it is a seasonal 
issue — even for government policy makers. We only 
make fuss about it during the dry and hot summer months. 
But fact are facts. Our population has grown by at least 12 
percent during the last three years, the highest in the world, 
our economic growth has reached a fantastic record of 
about 11 percent last year meaning that new buildings and 
factories have been built. But our water infrastructure has 
witnessed little change. 

It is evident that we cannot cany out the goals of our wa¬ 
ter strategy by ourselves. We need loans, credit facilities 
and grants from the World Bank and other creditors in or¬ 
der to overhaul the water delivery system in this country. 
But it will be money well spent — just like the money we 
invested in our roads, telecommunications and electricity 

networks. . 

On the other hand, we must be careful not to create an en¬ 
vironmental catastrophe in the available water basins like 

we did in Azraq and Dleil. ... * . T . 

Water is the most important national issue today. It 
should remain on the government's agenda whether we 
have good rain or bad, in summer and in winter and for bet¬ 
ter or for worse! __ 
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«- Whatever happened to the Amman telephone directory? 
v mtttee to decide whether to rewire 

i Iwmries allegedly of poor printing quality. No doubt; the com 
11 ' I* ctindplihe rating because Ammamtes are still waiting 

< fof the last five years or so. If the 

“ ,sb TetoimmJinSios Corp- can't find a printer * Publish the 
Teiewmin shouldn't stay in the business. 

! j£b£b a cSuS ’of 4 million and counting, with new tad- 
iSeTimd households joining the telephone network every 
,f dOT* 8 Telephone directories are as essential as tefepbone* 

Ilf *52S3SL nn H water. Just because we've managed to do 

'J *^?!hSbr so many y«rs doesn’t mean that they're not 

Important! 



His majesty King Hussein at a meeting with the leader and members of the Upper House at the Royal Court, Sunday. 


Dr Labib Qamhawi 

'Parliament was hijacked 
by government' 


Editor's Note: Dr Labib 
Qamhawi, a Jordanian intel¬ 
lectual, is former political sci¬ 
ence professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Jordan, a member of 
Royal Committee on the Na¬ 
tional Charter and is now a 
businessman. He spoke to 
The Star's Managing Editor 
Dr Marwan As mar on Jor¬ 
dan's democratic process, the 
upcoming elections and the 
peace process. Extracts fol¬ 
low. 

What do you think of Jor¬ 
danian democracy today? Is 
it still In the experimental 
stages? 

Some claim that the demo¬ 
cratic transformation in Jordan 
was realized as a result of a de¬ 
cision from His Majesty.... but 
pt is) people's determination to 
get rid of the previous era 
which prevailed in Jordan. The 
authority looks at democracy in 
Jordan within a certain con¬ 
fined form and the people look 
at it in a much more crystal 
form. Well frankly I would say 
that up til! now the democratic 
transformation in Jordan looks 
brilliant and promising if you 
look at it within the regional 
context, but if you look at it 
within the democratic context, I 
think it is more of a cosmetic 

transformation- [has] not 

yet ushered real intention on 
the part of the authority to re¬ 
linquish a good lot of the au¬ 
thorities and put it back 
through constitutional means. 
The Constitution, until this mo¬ 
ment, is not yet upheld in spirit 
and letter ... all the amend¬ 
ments that were enforced dur¬ 
ing the two or three decades are 
still there, the amendments de¬ 
prive the concept of division of 
authority, that is emphasized in 
die Constitution, of any mean¬ 
ing. 

Do yon think this cosmetic 
democracy is likely to become 
more deepened in the future? 

Here we have two schools of 
thought. The government says 
that democracy will come in 
stages so what started as cos¬ 
metic will eventually material¬ 
ize into true democracy, and 
the other school which is de¬ 
manding a swifter transforma¬ 
tion towards democracy claims 
that you cannot have democrat¬ 
ic transformation through non- 
democratic Ian's that are still 
prevailing in the country. So 
you can say that the democrati¬ 
zation of the laws in Jordan and 
tiie modification or cancellation 
of all amendments 
..electoral law, the law of polit¬ 
ical parties, are not truly demo¬ 
cratic although it [the laws] 
have been passed through dem¬ 
ocratic means... the censorship 
... the law concerning media 
and publication is extremely 
anti democratic .... many news¬ 
papers and magazines printed 
outside have been banned from 
entering the country, which 
means freedom, the accessibili¬ 
ty of people to information is 
Still impaired._ 

What were file shortcom¬ 
ings of the last Parliament? 

The most important short¬ 
coming is the fact that this Par¬ 
liament was elected on tradi¬ 
tional basis, i.e. you vote for 
one individual, you don't vote 
for a party or a program so if 
you take tiie Muslim Brother¬ 


hood aside ... there are 
no constraints or pro¬ 
grams binding any of 
the MPs except his own 
will to accept this or 
that program ... so all 
the blocs that were 
framed were volatile.... 
so Parliament has failed 
in transforming itself 
from an individualistic 
Parliament into a coher¬ 
ent one. The other 
shortcoming was that 
Parliament was sabo¬ 
taged by the govern¬ 
ment because of the 
quota of ministerial 
posts given to MPs.... 


What do you mean 
by quota? • T)r l 

Every government 
that was formed had MPs as 
ministers; that it has become 
the rule of the day to be a min¬ 
ister or to vote against the gov¬ 
ernment So I would say that 
this practice of the government 
of bribing MPs by making 
them ministers was practically 
responsible for the inefficiency 
of Parliament because this se¬ 
verely impaired the division of 
authority, I mean if you are the 
legislative branch you should 
remain so and oversee the'per¬ 
formance of the government 
Parliament was hijacked by the 
government 

Political pluralism has in 
effect meant a multi-party 
system. Will the growth of 
parties produce a greater sys¬ 
tem of checks arid balances 
on the executive? 

It's quite unfortunate that this 
transformation towards politi¬ 
cal pluralism came when the in¬ 
terest of people in politics was 
at its lowest. People lost inter¬ 
est and confidence in every 
thing especially after the Gulf 
War and its outcome and the 
peace process ... so the willing¬ 
ness of people to join political 
parties was limited to a small 
group of career politicians or 
career munadeloon [those who 
struggle]., underground politi¬ 
cal activists [who] were in jail 
before democracy. The same 
group of people who were in¬ 
volved in politics before de¬ 
mocracy are the same after de¬ 
mocracy, but with one 
difference; that everybody 
knows everybody else and eve¬ 
rybody acts publicly. 

There had been very little 
qualitative addition to this 
small group of people. Many 
people believe that political 
parties in Jordan are far too 
many for the country. 

Frankly I was one of the 
members of the sub committee 
who drafted the chapter on po¬ 
litical pluralism and political 
parties in the National Charter 
and we had one of two choices: 
either to limit the number of 
parties to three or four by law 
or to keep it open. I was against 
my good judgement. I voted for 
an open ceiling because I felt 
that if we give the government 
a precedence ' that a ceiling 
could be enforced on democra¬ 
cy then this would be a bad 
start 

So we sacrifice the coherence 
of political opposition for the 
sake of the very basic and im¬ 
portant principle of having ab¬ 
solute democracy with no ceil- 



Dr Labib Qamhawi 


Do you think that more 
deputies are likely to become 
members of the government 
in the next Parliament? 

I think if we where to respect 
democracy, if our MPs are wor¬ 
thy of their seats as members of 
Parliament, they should initiate 
and pass a law forbidding MPs 
of becoming ministers. An MP 
shouldn't become a minister, 
unless we run elections with 
Jordan as one constituency and 
you vote for a political party. 
Within the present electoral 
and political parties law you 
are voting an MP in and if he is 
chosen as a minister then he 
serves his constituency no good 
.... an MP should remain one in 
order for him to exercise his 
role of monitoring and super¬ 
vising the govemmenL.... 

I think if you make it clear 
that an MP should not become 
a minister, you'll find less and 
less people running for Parlia¬ 
ment ... people want to be min¬ 
isters, they don't want to be 
MPs... most of these guys are 
mustawzereen [cabinet hunters] 

What do you think will 
happen in the coming few 
weeks regarding government 
intervention to amend the 
electoral law? 

I think the decision to amend 
the electoral law is absolute ... 
definitely... 

Are women doing a good 
job in preparing for the elec¬ 
tion? 

No, I mean if you take it in 
numbers, women should be al¬ 
lowed to vote in at least half 
the members of Parliament. 
Now if they are noi able to vote 
in any MP it has nothing to do 
with men, it has a lot to do with 
the Jordanian woman herself. 
May be the women organiza¬ 
tions in Jordan are not doing a 
proper job in educating Jorda¬ 
nian women about exercising 
their rights. 

I am not of the opinion that a 
quota should be given to wom¬ 
en because this would put 
women at the mercy of the de¬ 
cision maker, because a quota 
is by appointment or by de¬ 
fault.. you superimpose the 
number of women so they will 
win or not, its not democratic, 
its not fair... 

The collapse of Commu¬ 
nism has created a vacuum in 
the international system, 
leading to a unipolar world? 
Is this a fair assessment? 


The chicken and the egg...did 
Communism fall because 
America has practically become 
the dominant power or did 
America became the dominant 
power because Communism 
had failed. I think the entire 
mechanism was moving in the 
direction of a very simple but 
basic fact that humans like to 
enjoy themselves ... would like 
to own things ... this is exactly 
what killed Communism; that 
absence of democracy the ab¬ 
sence of a proper level of ex¬ 
pectation for the individual per¬ 
son, and the fact that the US, 
the West, were able to make 
this option visible to Lhe people 
of the USSR, that you could 
own things, you could enjoy 
this and that, has led to a chain 
of developments. Let us not for¬ 
get the fact that basically Com¬ 
munism is against human na¬ 
ture. 

I think the US has succeeded, 
through the Gulf War, in buy¬ 
ing around ten more years. The 
US was doomed also to col¬ 
lapse because it had outlived its 
ability... becoming parasitic; 
sucking other peoples' blood... 

Has the peace process creat¬ 
ed new opportunities and if so 
what are they? 

Let us talk about if we want 
peace at any price, we will get 
nothing but peace, if we want 
land for peace, we are not get¬ 
ting that, if we want a Palestini¬ 
an state for peace we are not 
getting that, if we want total 
withdrawal to 5 June [1967] we 
are not getting that The great 
question is what are we going 
to get out of the peace process? 

Now I have a basic convic¬ 
tion that the Americans want us 
to recognize Israel as an inte¬ 
gral and legitimate pan of this 
area. I think that the peace pro¬ 
cess is not a process for settle¬ 
ment; it is a process that is 
aimed at creating an atmos¬ 
phere of peace between the Ar¬ 
abs and Israel, it is not meant to 
be a peace for settlement in the 
Arab and the Palestinian side 
because settlement would mean 
implementation of the transfer 
of land for peace and the right 
for self determination, this is 
the minimum that has been en¬ 
dorsed by the Palestinians and 
Arabs... 

What about the Jordani¬ 
ans? What are the positive as¬ 
pects? If any? 

I am in disagreement with the 
position adopted by Dr (Abdel 
Salam) Majali. when he ex¬ 
presses that Jordan has few 
problems with the Israelis and 
that these could be solved with¬ 
out great difficulties. This is not 
true and not the limit of Jor¬ 
dan's conflict with Israel. I say 
the Jordanian position should 
remain in suspension until the 
nature of the settlement be¬ 
tween the Palestinians and Is¬ 
raelis is defined. 

At the end of the day, the 
conflict between Israel and the 
Arab World, including Jordan, 
is a conflict (hat is not limited 
to the occupation of Pales- 
tine.Jt is also a conflict that 
was created by Zionism, and...if 
there is going to be peace pro¬ 
cess then the Israelis should be 
denounce any goal of a greater 
Israel and limit there aspiration 
to settle in a territory that will 
hf. riven to them by the peace 


How to Improve the health of the world! 

• In a press conference held at the UNDP building in 
Amman last Monday, the 16th World Development Re- 

-port, published by the World Bank was presented h> l)r 
Kenneth Hill, professor of Population Dynamics at John 
Hopkins University and one of the writers of the report. 
The report examines one of the central issues of our 
times: How to choose and implement public policies that 
will improve the health of the world's flic billion people, 
and especially that of the more than one billion pour. It 
highlights the fact that better health is critical for raising 
productivity and economic growth. 

Health conditions improved immensely in tiie List 40 
years. Dr Hill said. "A child horn today in a developing 
country can expect on average to live to the rijn- old age of 
63: in 1950s it was only 40 years old. 

But despire these dramatic successes, serious health 
problems remain. Research undertaken indicates that 
nearly 2 million children die each year of diseases such as 
measles, tetanus and whooping cough that van he present¬ 
ed with inexpensive vaccines. More than two million 
adults die each year of tiitierciiloMN anil almost half a mil¬ 
lion women die every year from complication* of preg¬ 
nancy the report read. Hut how efficient is the worldwide 
health system? 

Dr Hill said that most of the $!.7 trillion spent on health 
world-wide is wasted spending it on useless arid superflu¬ 
ous medical supplies: excess medical staff anil those not 
properly trained or qualified. Diseases such as UDS re¬ 
quire vast medical resotirces.Two million people ciery 
year will die from lung and heart diseases in the third 
world as a result of increase in smoking. 

Policies advocated hy the report are: First, to create a 
positive economic and social environment for health 
through education and economic adjustment measures. . 
Second, tn increase spending on health. csjK'ciully hy gov¬ 
ernments. The report suggests that if 2 pereent of world 
health spending — $ 311 to $4H billion — was redirected In 
pay for these essential sen ices, roughly a quarter of glo¬ 
bal diseases could be eliminated. Third, hi promote diver¬ 
sity and competition in the supply or health services to im¬ 
prove efficiency and consumer satisfaction. Dr Dili says 
that Jordan has produced very positive results from its 
health projects which amounted to $20 million. 

JEDCO fares well 

• According lo Mr Raniy Manyah. a marketing specialist 
at JEDCO, the recent three-day promotional program 
has scored well. He told The Star that the program 
brought in agents representing companies in Corn jam. 
England, Ireland and the US. impressed with the quality 
of Jordanian products, the purchasing representatives 
placed orders and negotiated agreements worth JD 7.9 
million ($11.5 million). 

The export agreements come as no surprise. JEDCO in¬ 
itiated a Market Development Assistance |MD.\) project 
to help develop the potential of many companies in ser¬ 
vice and industry sectors. JEDCO, managing a $5 million 
fund, contracted specialized experts to enhance the mar¬ 
ketability of the companies' products, carried out and 
compiled research on export markets, and offered con¬ 
tract and technical assistance to the companies partici¬ 
pating in MDA. 

Among its many progrants is its coordination with the 
Fieldon House consultants to provide sen ices and consul¬ 
tancy to other enterprises of wavs to develop their mar¬ 
keting efforts. By implementing the MDA project, the 
participating companies have stood a better chance of 
penetrating non traditional markets (markets other than 
the ones in proximity). 

The recent promotional show was made even more suc¬ 
cessful when the visiting purchasing agents, or the Inward 
Buying mission, arranged by JEDCO was made to over¬ 
lap with the promotional show. "This coordination has 
undoubtedly played a major factor In winning these or¬ 
ders to the companies in question," says Mr Maayah. 
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Welcome Mr Ross 

THE VISIT of Dennis Ross to the area may mark the beginning of a new chapter in >yab- 
American relations, that continues to sour each time a peace negotiating round ends in 
failure. The appointment of Mr Ross as the US administration's chief coordinator to the 
peace talks and Mr Edward Djerejian as Ambassador to Israel does on the face of it under¬ 
line American commitment to the peace process. But is this really enough? 

What the peace talks need now is a strong push forward, a push that will make up for the 
lost time of the previous ten rounds. But what the talks need the most is an outright Amer¬ 
ican commitment to the principles stated out in Madrid. Only this will restore credibility 

to the peace process. ... . . . , 

The US needs to adopt a concerted strategy, one that favors no side, but one that clearly 
favors peace and stability in the area. To achieve that, however, it must make the bold 
move of getting involved. It must think logically and strategically taking into account US 
interest and the"long-term interests of the people and the region. 

Not only the Americans musi show their displeasure with the Israelis but must begin to 
ease out of the special Israeli- American-relationship. While this may be going into a 
flight of fancy, nevertheless it would demonstrate to the Israelis that the Americans mean 
business and hence move on the peace process. . 

In this respect, the visit of Dennis Ross may be a step in the right direction. What he 
must not do is come here to negotiate on the peace process. He knows what the Jordani¬ 
ans Palestinians, Lebanese and"Syrians want and on which basis did they decide to join 
the peace process. He must go to the Israelis with a strongly worded message, a message 
that is purely an American message, emanating from the highest political office in the 
United States, putting forcefully indigenous American cards on the table. 

The Americans must restate their commitment to the basic principles on which the peace 
process was built. They include a commitment to applying UN Security Council resolu¬ 
tions 242 and 338, a reiteration of the long-standing policy on Jerusalem and a renewed 
commitment to the right of Palestinians to self determination to political rights on their 

own land. , _ . ,. 

Without such moves, the peace process will be moving nowhere. It will beleaguered by 
a stale of inertia resulting from Israeli intransigence and Palestinian fears. 

So mush has been invested in the peace process, but for that investment to yield results, 
the Americans must join the other parties and give hope to them. 

We should not forget that the Palestinians are the victims. They are the ones who suffer 
because their rights have been raped and their land taken from them. Until now, they see 
little good coming from the peace process. The have genuine fears about the peace process 
and what it would lead to. Besides a lukewarm Arab support, they have no real backing. 
They are left to fend for themselves. America has a moral duty to come to Palestinians' 

hC As far as the Americans are concerned, credibility this time around must be paramount 
and must aim to restore that among the hearts and minds of ordinary Arabs who have lost 
so much in the past. ■ _ 


Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman coming out of the Abu Baker Mosque in Brooklyn, after 
24 hours of negotiations with the VS immigration authorities. Sheikh Omar is suspect- 
ed to be involved in the bombing of the World Trade Center in New York. He agreefjo 
aivc himself up after the authorities promised that they would only look into his legal 
Status in the US. Sheikh Omar is now in prison awaiting the outcome of his case. 
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Time for the US 
to talk to 






By Osama El Sherif 

THE TIME has come for the 
United States to change its poli¬ 
cy towards 

Iraq. It-- 

must lift, 
or ease up 
the sanc¬ 
tions, and 
it should 
seek to 
reconcile 
its differ¬ 
ences with__ 

the Iraqi 
regime 

with the aim of normalizing re¬ 
lations. It should reopen its em¬ 
bassy and eacourage its Euro¬ 
pean allies to do the same. It 
must bring pressure to bear on 
its Gulf friends to close the 
miserable chapter of the Gu|f 
War and deal with Iraq as their 
neighbor and an as important 
member of the Gulf region. 

Furthermore, the United 
States should help Iraq extract 
itself from its economic and po¬ 
litical quagmire in ordet to be 
readmitted into the internation¬ 
al community. It should act 
soon to reopen dialogue with 
the Iraqi leadership and nego¬ 
tiate with Baghdad over restor¬ 
ing government control in the 
southern and northern parts of 
Iraq. 

Why? Because this is the 
only way for the US adminis¬ 
tration to rectify a policy that 
has gone wrong and is today 
achieving nothing but instabili- 
- ties throughout the region. 

The bankruptcy of the US 
policy of besieging Iraq, with 
the hope of bringing down Sad¬ 
dam Hussein, became evident 
yet again two weeks ago when 
the US bombed the headquar¬ 
ters of the Iraqi intelligence ser¬ 
vice. Regardless of the excuses 
that warranted such an attack. 
Washington had committed a 
blunder by bypassing the Unit¬ 
ed Nations and the Security 
Council mandate and by violat¬ 
ing international law and kill¬ 
ing innocent Iraqi civilians. 

The UN’s case against Iraq is 
based on that country's inva¬ 
sion and occupation of a sove¬ 
reign neighbor. It was expand¬ 
ed to include Iraq's attempts to 
build non-conventional weap¬ 
ons of mass destruction. The is¬ 
sue of Baghdad's relations with 
its Kurds in the north and Shias 
in the south was later added to 


the UN's case against Iraq. But 
getting rid of the Iraqi leader or 
the Iraqi leadership was never a 
declared aim of the Security 
Council, nor should it be. That 
remains an internal issue of 
concern to the Iraqi people 
themselves. 

It is ironic that in its attempt 
to get rid of the Iraqi leader, the 
United States helped foster his 
grip on power at the expense of 
the Iraqi people. Politically, ec¬ 
onomically and socially, the 
Iraqis are in worse condition to¬ 
day than they were three years 
ago. And according to Western 
intelligence reports, President 
Saddam's hold over the future 
of Iraqis is greater today than it 
ever was. 

The economic boycott has re¬ 
sulted in the death of unknown 
number of Iraqi children be¬ 
cause of lack of medicine and 
proper health care. More are 
dying today than in the first 
weeks after the Gulf War, ac¬ 
cording to Western reports. 
Living conditions in Iraq are 
ten times more extreme today 
than they were few months 
ago. 

And if Western intelligence 
reports are to be trusted, Sad¬ 
dam's conventional firepower 
has been rebuilt by at least 80 
percent. This is in spite of the 








ter Iraq's defeat in the war, for a 
popular rise against Saddam or 
even a staged palace coup, were 
dashed as the Iraqi leadership 
thwarted uprisings in the south 
and had so far contained Kurd¬ 
ish separatism in the north. Sad- 
dam's control over the anny, 
particularly. the Republican 
Guards, remains unquestioned.- 
Despite worsening economic 
conditions, the regime has been 
able to provide incentives, gifts 
and financial rewards to keep 
anny officers happy and has 


es of Shaft Al Arab. . . V 
And although the majority ot 
Iraqis are facing economic 
hardships with hyperinflation 
and deteriorating quality of lire, 
the unshakeable regime does 
not appear to be short of cash. 
To their credit, the Iraqis have 
been able to rebuild most bndg- 
es and public buildings de¬ 
stroyed during Allied raids on 
Iraq. The telecommunications 
system, is operational and most 
factories have been restored- 
The only people who are suf¬ 
fering because of the UN sanc- 


been teouui oy ai icoai , ferine because or me un 

sent. This is in spite of He managed to squash internal -■; 

... 4 , "Tr.r*t3tz-n*r. -- ~ ' 

If Iraq's isolation and the collective punishment policy were 
meant to bring Us leadership down, then that objective of the US 
"X to clearly failed. The question now ^etiurtokeep 
P pursuing such a policy at the expense of losing the Se ? u ’?2 tn 
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review other available options . 
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blockade and UN monitoring. 

If the US does not change its 
policy now, then we will be 
risking further deterioration in 
the standard of .living few all 
Iraqis — with the exception of 
the influential elite — express¬ 
ing itself in the rise in the rates 
of infant mortality, malnutri¬ 
tion, endemic and epidemic dis¬ 
eases. This situation will be ac¬ 
companied by the continued 
destabilization of the Gulf re¬ 
gion, tension between Iran and 
Iraq, Iran and Turkey, Iran and 
the Gulf countries, the Kurdish 
problem, and the further radi- 
calization of the Iraqi leader¬ 
ship- 

Washington's hopes, early ai- 
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position. So called Iraqi Nation¬ 
al Congress, a loose coalition of 
Iraqi opposition parties based in 
London, has failed to establish 
a foothold in Iraq and does not 
appear to be in touch with the 
Iraqi people. . . 

Even with UN designated 
safe havens of Kurdi stan in the" 
north and no-fly zones in the 
Shia-populated regions in the 
south, the United States has 
failed to remove Saddam from 
the helm. The Kurds now feel 
abandoned by the .UN, which 
for financial reasons is slowly 
withdrawing its troops, while 
Baghdad has managed to chase 
out, without much fanfare, Shia 
rebels from the southern marsh- 


tions and US policies are ordi¬ 
nary Iraqis, those who die 
under their demolished homes 
when a Cruise missile goes 
astray. , 

If Iraq's isolation and the col¬ 
lective punishment policy were 
meant to bring its leadership 
down, then that objective of the 
US policy has clearly failed. 
The question now is whether to 
keep pursuing such a policy at 
the expense of losing the Secur¬ 
ity Council backing and inter¬ 
national support, or bravely de¬ 
cide to review other available 
options. .. 

On the other, hand, the Iraqi 
leadership has declared on 
more than one occasion that it 




has no axe.to j 

Americans, that it watned te^ ; 
open the diategde . 

ize relations. By taHcmg ! 

Iraqis, the United . j 

able to ! 

Iraqi leadership, | j j 

ly challenging;; i* j 

11 Change in Iraq not«ttne-N r | 
overnight. But wUh ^ evdiv.': V- ; ; 
ine political and economic ; 

ities in the Middle East and tfe . ...... ; 

world as a whole. toq.m *\ 
other' option hut to choose. ^ . i 

form and nacxJcration. lt-nas a--v- \ 
lot to gain by opening up and - 

by tasting the fruits of being a& .. . 
cepted again in the international 
community. Lifting the sanc- - 

lions and allowing the ktiqtsjD 
sell their oil will -not only 
personalize the U5-Iraqi coo- 
flict, but will give the Iraqi peo? 
pie the chance to rebuild ram!-: 
society - (hat hus been tinder* 
mined in the last three years. 'i; 

The United States should 
look beybtid Saddam Hussein -.; 
because Iraq as a country*>i18. 
million, with vast resources and 
an important geopolitical posi¬ 
tion, will still be there long at- • 
ter this sordid chapter in bilater¬ 
al relations has been closed. US 
policy so far has alienated tte 
Iraqi people because they site. ■ 
the United States as punishing 
diem for their leadership's pou- - ; 
cies. 

In fact US policy against the 
Iraqi people is alienating people 
across the Arab world. -The 
United States has failed to build 
bridges of mist and respect with 
the Arab people mainly because 
of its handling of the Palestine' • -j 
issue and lately over policies . = = 
towards Iraq. . v 

With the peace process facing- .. 
a crucial test of survival after - 
almost two years since H was 
launched, US policy in the Mid;- 
die East depends more cm popUr; 

lar sympathy and support than 
on arm flexing or leadership 
collusion. The Tomahawk pdi-_ 
cy is chiving America farther; 
away from objectives of . a;, 
peaceful Middle East. Thatpol¬ 
icy needs to be revised now be¬ 
cause next time the US fires its 
Cruise missiles against an Arab- •; 
capital, Washington will have a' 
tough time figuring out why no 
body is applauding. ■ .... 

The writer is the chief editor 
of the Star. 


Edward Said’s 

the ini 


ion of 


Editor's note: Dr Edward 
Said, professor of Compara¬ 
tive Literature at 'Colombia 
University, gave this year's 
Reith Lecture in London 
about the role of the intellec¬ 
tual. This first lecture is 
printed in The Star in a two- 
part series. 

WHAT I care about as an intel¬ 
lectual is whai I say before an 
audience or to a constituency, 
and what my representations 
are about is not only how I ar¬ 
ticulate them, but what I repre¬ 
sent, as someone whose main 
concern is to try to advance the 
cause of freedom and justice. I 
say or write these dungs be¬ 
cause, after much reflection, 
they are what I believe; and I 
also want to persuade others of 
this view. 

There is no such thing as a 
private intellectual, since the 
moment you set down words 
and then publish diem you have 
entered the public world. Nor is 
there only a public intellectual, 
someone who exists just as a 
figurehead or, spokesperson or 
symbol of a Cause, movement, 
or position. There is always the 
personal inflection and die pri¬ 
vate sensibility, and those give 
meaning to what is bring said 
or written. Least of all should 
an intellectual be there to make 
his or her audiences feel good; 
the whole point is to be embar¬ 
rassing, contrary, even unpleas¬ 
ant 

Are intellectuals a very large 
or an extremely small and high¬ 
ly selective group? Two of the 
most famous 20th Century de¬ 
scriptions of intellectuals are 
fundamentally opposed on that 
point Antonio Gramsci, the 
Italian Marxist activist jour¬ 
nalist and brilliant political phi¬ 
losopher who was imprisoned 
by Mussolini between 1926 



and 1937, wrote in his Prison 
Notebooks that “all men are in¬ 
tellectuals, one could say; but 
not all men have in society the 
function of intellectuals." 
Those who do have that func¬ 
tion, Gramsci tries to show, can 
be divided into two types; tradi¬ 
tional intellectuals, such as 
teachers, priests and adminis¬ 
trators, who continue to do the 
same thing from generation to 
generation; and organic intel¬ 
lectuals, whom Gramsci saw as 
directly connected to classes or 
enterprises that used intellectu-. 
als to organise interests, gain 
more power. 

Today's advertising or public 
relations expert, who devises 
techniques of winning a deter¬ 
gent or airline company a lara- 
er share of the market, would 
be an organic intellectual, ac¬ 
cording to Gramsci. Such an 
expert in a democratic society 
tries to gain the consent of po¬ 
tential customers, win. approv¬ 
al, marshal consumer or voter 
opinion. Gramsci believed 
these organic intellectuals were 


actively, involved in society, 
that-is, they constantly, struggle 
to change minds and expand ., 
markets; unlike teachers and 
priests, who seem more or less 
to remain in place, doing the 
same kind of work year in year 
out organic intellectuals are al-; 
ways on the move, on'fhe 
make.- - 

At the other extreme is Jutten 
Benda, an early 20th Century 
man of letters. His:celebrated 
defihition of intellectuals is drat 
they are a tiny band of super-- 
gifted and morally endowed 
philosopher-kings who consti¬ 
tute the conscience of xnankind. 
While it is true that Benda's, 
treatise, ha Trahison des Clercs 
— The Betrayal of the mailed- ; 
tuals --—t has Jived in posterity, 
more as a blistering attack on 
intellectuals who abandon their 
calling and compromise their 
principles, rather than as a sys¬ 
tematic analysis; of intellectual, 
life, Benda rites a small, mnnr. 
ter of names and major charac¬ 
teristics of those he considers 
real intellectuals. Socrates and 


Jesus are frequently mentioned, 
as are more recent exemplars 
like Spinoza, Voltaire and Er¬ 
nest Renan. Real intellectuals 
constitute a clerisy, Benda says, 
"those whose activity is essen¬ 
tially not the pursuit of practical 
ainriSj all those who seek their 
joy in the practice of an art or a 
science or metaphysical specu¬ 
lation, in short in the possession 
Of non-material advantages, and 
hence fa-a certain manner say : 
*My kingdom Is not of this • 
world'." 

Benda’s examples, however, 
make it quite clear that-he does 
not endorse the notion of totally 
disengaged, other-wordly, ivto- 
ry-towered thinkers, intensely 
private and devoted to abstruse, 
perhaps even occult, subjects. 
Real intellectuals are never 
more themselves than when, 
moved by metaphysical passion 
and disinterested principle of 
justice and truth; they denounce 
corruption,' defend the weak, 
defy - imperfect -or oppressive- 
authority, --v . 

: For .Benda* retd intellectuals 
are supposed to risk being burnt 
at the spike, ostracized, or cru-: 
cified; They are symbolic per¬ 
sonages, marked by; then:.-un- 
yieidingdistaDce fromp tactical 

concerns.. As such, therefore, 

V they cannot be many, m num- 
ter,. 'hojf routinely 'developed. 
'Hiey have to be thoroughgoing 
individuals, with a 'powerful 
personality and; above all, have 
to-be in a state of almost perma¬ 
nent opposition to the status 
: quorfor these rtesons;' Benda's 
inieUectuals- arc,- perforce^ a 
small, highly visible group of 
men — never women, it seems 
" whose stentorian voices and 
indelicate imprecations; are 
. hurled at .humanrkiiid .from on 
:high- Bencla never suggests: 
how it is that these men know 
the truth, or whether their budd¬ 


ing insights into eternal princi¬ 
ples might, like those of Don 
Quixote, be little more than pri¬ 
vate fantasies. 4 

But there is no doubt, in my 1 
mind at least, that the image .of • 
a real intellectual as generally 
conceived by Benda remains an 
attractive and compelling one. ■ 
Benda was spiritually shaped 
by the Dreyfus Affair and the 
First World War, both rigorous 
tests for intellectuals, who 
could either choose to speak up 
courageously against an act of. . 
anti-semitic military injustice 
and nationalist fervor, or sheep¬ 
ishly go along with the herd, re¬ 
fusing to defend the unfairly 
condemned Jewish officer Al¬ 
fred Dreyfus, chanting jingoist 
slogans in order to stir up war 
fever .against everything Ger¬ 
man. After the Second World 
War Benda republished his 
book, adding a series of attacks 
against intellectuals who col¬ 
laborated with the Nazis as well 
as agafast those who were un¬ 
critically 'enthusiastic about the 
Communists. 

But deep in the combative" 
rhetoric of Benda’s basically 
very conservative work is this 
figure, of the intellectual as a . 
being set apart, someone able to 
speak the truth to' power, a: 
crusty, eloquent, fantastically 
courageous and angry individu¬ 
al for whom ho wordly power 
is too big and imposing to be 
-criticized and pointedly taken 1 
■ to task. ... 

Gramsci’s social analysis of 
the intellectual as a person who 
fiilfiU? a particular set of func¬ 
tions -fa. society is much closer, 

: to the reality thait anything 
. Benda gives us, particularly fa 
the late 20th century when so. 

- many- riew professions rr: 
broadcasters, academics, com¬ 
puter analysts, sports and media 
lawyers, management consul- 
. tamv policy experts, .govern¬ 
ment advisers, authors of spe- 
rialized market reports, and 
indeed the whole field of mod*; 

. era mass journalism, itself — 

: have vindicated Gramsri's vl-. 
sioru* 

To be; continued next week, ; 
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conf ^ rence of Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) wanes and goes among the daricesr days of contempt 
raiy African history, those of starvation, civil wars, AIDS, 
and the insurmountable debt crisis. However, the real differ¬ 
ence tins time was brought by the voice of Isaias Afeweriri, 
president of the nascent state of Eriuia. His speech of zeal, 
condemnations, and calls for rallying support for African uni¬ 
ty are reminiscent of the days of idealism, African pride, and 
and-imperialism, the days of the likes of Nasser, Lomumba, 
and Nkrumah. It is refreshing to hear the voices of the digram 
past m the words of Afeweriri, new leader of this newly inde¬ 
pendent republic. But the games of nations require 
not rebels, real politique and not demagogy, for history hag 
shown that the transformation from a revolutionary jq 
a statesman may not run on charisma alone and words and 
deeds have to be balanced in the formula of international af¬ 
fairs. As a gentle reminder for the esteemed Eritrian presi¬ 
dent, the OAU was created after all to curb the radicalism of 
the likes of Lomumba and Nkrumah, and consequently, as a 
forum, it maynot be the best place to express his opinions 
and the aspirations of his people. 



Saleh 


■ The formation of a broad based gov¬ 
ernment in Yemen, after the democrat¬ 
ic election of April 27 has prompted 
the USA to applaud the Yemeni exper¬ 
iment, albeit quietly. Being a self pro¬ 
claimed beacon of democracy and mul¬ 
ti-party elections champion, the USA 
has found itself in a dilemma, it could 
not ignore the Yemeni experiment on 
the one hand, but on the other, it could 
not jeopardise the good relations it has 
with Saudi-Arabia and the Gulf states. 

The reasonable compromise was to 
support the move towards democratiza¬ 
tion in Yemen and at the same time to warn knot to have any 
illusions regarding the export of democracy to the other Gulf 
neighbors. 'In any case, there is no danger of such a thing as 
the Yemeni vice-president had already made clear that 
Yemen harbors no such intentions towards its Gulf neigh¬ 
bors, for his country is already in the black books of those 
countries, despite the fact that Yemen had condemned the in¬ 
vasion of Kuwait but insisted on finding an Arab solution to 
the crisis. President Ali Abdallah Saleh had to take a further 
stop to appease Kuwait by declaring that Kuwait had the right 
to ask anyone to help her defend itself. ■■ . 

■ The American target practice contin¬ 
ues in Iraq. The latest rocket attack on 
Baghdad as a reprisal for the alleged 
conspiracy to assassinate Mr Bush has 
brought more death and destruction to 
the Iraqi people, and punished nobody 
but the ordinary citizens of Iraq. It is 
very clear that the Americans are un¬ 
challenged in tite region and are capable 
of dictating their own terms with impu¬ 
nity. What is also very clear, is the fact 
that Iraq stands alone in this intermi t¬ 
tent confrontation with the USA without 
any influence left in the region. If the 

American objective in the region is to have a much weakened 
but territorially united Iraq, one assumes that tins objective 
has been achieved without having to prove it all over again. 
However, if the US administration is still adamant about the 
elimination of the regime of president Saddam Hussein, then 
Mr Clinton ought to understand that Iraq is not Saddam Huss¬ 
ein, and Saddam Hussein is not Iraq. Modem Iraq has been in 
existence before Saddam Hussein, and will continue to do 
that long after him. 
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By Derek Brown 


ITS DIFFICULT to take fright 
at a so-called terrorist when 
he's playing with a kitten called 
Lulu. Moreover, the popular 

rmggtf of harrflnw khmift radi¬ 
cals tends to crumble when they 
giggle a lot, crack jokes, and 
make visitors almost embar¬ 
rassingly welcome. And it is 
disconcerting, in the midst of 
all thU courteous bonhomie, to 
share a tent with two men who 
between them claim to have 
cftrrtmittffH a murders. 

These are the real cmtradic- 
tions of the Marj A1 Zuhur 
camp in south Lebanon, as op¬ 
posed to the frantic rhetoric of 
the world's most intractable 
conflict. 

To many, probably most, Is¬ 
raelis, Man AI Zuhur are the 
epitome of evil: black-hearted 
fanatics who threaten their lives 
and their state. To the more ex¬ 
travagant Palestinian propagan¬ 
dists the same men are heroes 
and martyrs victims of Zionist 
cruelty and injustice. 

In the gulf between those two 
views are some indisputable 
facts. Last December, goaded 
by a spate of guerrilla blood¬ 
shed, and in particular by the 
kidnapping and murder of bor¬ 
der policeman Nissim Toleda- 
no, Israeli prime minister Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin ordered the mass' 
round-up and expulsion of 
known and suspected activists 
of the Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
radical groups. The tactic had 
been used often before, but nev¬ 
er on this scale: 415 men (the 
deportees say 418) were bun¬ 
dled over the Lebanese border 
by bus and helicopter and 
dumped on a bleak hillside 
south of Marj Al Zuhur village. 

They had been bound hand 
and foot for the best part of a 
day, without water, food, or 
lavatory facilities. Some had 
been plucked from Israeli pris¬ 
ons. Most had been picked up 
at home, at work, and, in one 
case, from a hospital operating 
theatre. Each man was given 50 
dollars, and a little food. Tents 
were hurriedly provided by the 
Lebanese Red Cross, but the 
government in Beirut flatly re¬ 
fused to allow the deportees 
any other rid. 

In the first few weeks a hand¬ 
ful of the deportees were repa¬ 
triated. Israel admitted to some 
"mistakes,’*: at least four medi¬ 
cal cases were evacuated by 
British helicopters, and two 
men were wounded during a fu¬ 
tile march back towards IsraeL 
Now there are 396 deportees, 
destined to stay in Marj Al Zu¬ 
hur .say the Israelis, until De¬ 
cember 18 this year when their 
sentence of banishment expires. 
(The original order was for two 
years, halved at the insistence 
of Washington). 

At tiie time of the expulsions, 
-Israel said that the Toledaso 
trilling was the culmination of a 
long series of bloody operations 
by Hamas. Though the depor¬ 
tees were never directly ac¬ 
cused of taking part in these op¬ 
erations, they woe branded as 
criminals by implication. 

Earlier this month, Israeli of¬ 
ficials admitted that Hamas h ad 
nothing to do with the Toleda- 
no murder. But they insisted 
that the deportees included at 
least three top leaders of the 
Hamas military wing, thus rent- 
forcing the widespread Israeli 
view that the Marj Al Zuhur 
camp is a nest of violent fanat¬ 
ics. 

If it is, they keep it well con¬ 
cealed. The only oven sign of 
militancy is a regular karate 
class. Otherwise, the camp is 
determinedly pacific. Drily life 
revolves around cooking, clean¬ 
ing, and, of course, prayer. 
There is a continuous program 
of improvements in living con¬ 
ditions and sanitation, sports fa¬ 
cilities, a library and even the 
Ibn Taymiyah University, the 
campus of which consists of the 
mosques (the first structure to 
be raised), two tents and a 
makeshift hut . 

The camp is scattered over an 
acre or so of rocky hillside. To 
the north, less than a mile 
away, lies the Lebanese army 
checkpoint which none but 
journalists- may pass. To the 
south east is a ridge-top village 
within Israel's so-called securi¬ 
ty zone, otherwise known as oc¬ 
cupied South Lebanon. To the 
west is a formidable mountain- 
ride where guerrillas of the 
Hizbolah (Army of God) are 
said to lurk. 

The camp is, in other words, 
a trap. Not that the deportees 
have my thought of escape. Far 
from it they are milking their 
plight for all it is politically 
worth, with the main aim of 
subverting the current Middle 
East peace talks in Washington. 
For a time, in March this year it 
looked as though they would 
succeed, with the Palestinian 
peace delegation threatening to 
boycott the ninth round of talk* 
in April. 

The deportees, however, are 


The world hasforgotton them 


Deportees hold to their cause 
six months after their deportation 



ie deportees: Six months on! 


not downhearted. Dr Aziz 
Dweik, the En glish lan guage 
spokesman for the camp, argues 
that simply by being in Marj Al 
Zuhur, the December deportees 
have made their mark. "Our 
misery has created a lot of re¬ 
sentment in our people in the 
Occupied Territories, and 
among other civilized people," 
he said. The same view is 
echoed in every part of the 
c am p. It is part of a standard lit¬ 
any with several other strands. 
One is that the PLO-backed ne¬ 
gotiators in Washington are un¬ 
representative of tire Palestini¬ 
ans, being non-elected. Another 
is that the Islamic movements 
are gaining ground steadily in 
the territories. And yet another 
is that the kind of limited auton¬ 
omy now under discussion 
would be a monstrous sell-out 
of the Palestinians. 

On one more point the depor¬ 
tees are solidly insistent: all but 
a handful, they say, are support¬ 
ers but not members of the 
hardline Islamic parties.' The 1 
distinction, most Israelis would 
argue, is academic. Bui to these 
men it is a vital aspect of their 
own self-image. 

Innocent or not, the deportees 
are certainly victims of appall¬ 
ing hardship. In the early days 
they had to contend with snow 
and sub-zero temperatures. 
They had to clamber down a 
steep ravine for cleaning and 
drinking water, and walk miles 
to collect food and fuel. The 
harshness of the conditions was 
underlined for most of the men 
by their own background: the 
396 include 200 imam or 
preachers, 17 professors and 
lectures, 11 doctors, and several 
businessmen. Few of the depor¬ 
tees were naturally suited or 
trained for outdoor survival. 

Superficially, conditions have 
vastly improved. Palestinian 
support groups have provided 
money for the men to buy food 
from the nearby threadbare vil¬ 
lages. The villagers have laid 
on a permanent water supply in 
the form of several kilometers 
of narrow-bore plastic piping. 
There are a couple of genera¬ 
tors now, two vehicles for 
transporting supplies, television 
in some terns, and radios in all. 
There is even a satellite phone 
for the men to keep in touch 
with their families in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories. 

' The latest facility is a wobbly 
little cafeteria, made of pack¬ 
ing-case wood and improvised 
thatch, which sells soft drinks 
and ice cream from a refrigera¬ 
tor and a range of other goods 
including shampoo and jeans. 

Rjr all these improvements, 
this remains a cruel place for 
h u m an beings to be forced to 
live. The freezing winter has 
now turned into a scorching 
summer, with precious little in 
between. The land is all but 
barren, with a few small olive 
groves scratched from the rock, 
and the local fauna includes 
wolves snakes, and a wide 
range of unpleasant insects. 

Dr Ali Taih, one of the doc¬ 
tors working in the makeshift 
canvas clinic, says there are 
many serious illnesses and con¬ 
ditions among the deportees, in¬ 
cluding heart disease, psychiat¬ 
ric problems, and, among the 
older men, arthritis. The oldest 
man is aged 62, the youngest 

■ Dr Taih, an expert in herbal 
treatments, has supplemented 
the camp's meager medical 
store by exploiting the local 
plants. So far he his come up 
with nearly a dozen remedies 
and palliatives, among them an 
infusion of mountain germand¬ 
er (related to thyme), which is 


good for diabetics and for con¬ 
trolling cholesterol. 

In recent weeks the deportees 
claim to have killed a hundred 
snakes and countless scorpions 
in and around the camp. Some 
of the former are in the univer¬ 
sity museum, 
which turns out 
to be a couple 
of large plastic 
jars of evil¬ 
smelting for¬ 
malin. The uni¬ 
versity is less 
crackpot than it 
appears. Its 
president is Dr 
Musa Al Aqtun, 
a professor of 
embryology 
from Nablus 
university. A 
mild-mannered 
enthusiast, he 
says simply that 
"conditions are very harsh but 
we have to accommodate our¬ 
selves." 

The discipline that is evident 
in the running of the university 
applies to all other aspects of 
camp life. Each man is required 
to put in at least eight hours of 


communal service each month, 
and in addition to take part in a 
rota of cooking, cleaning and 
other duties designated by the 
loader of each of the 60 or 80 
tents. 

It is a friendly place. Visiting 
journal Isis 
are wel¬ 

comed with 
great 

warmth, be¬ 
fitting those 
burning to 
get their 

message 
across and 
utterly con¬ 
vinced of 
their own 
rectitude. 

Traditiona 
1 hospitality’ 
is laid on 
thick, with 
constant of¬ 
fers of sweet tea, laced with 
friendly banter and occasional 
serious debate. "Why do you 
people not allow your men to 
have more than one wife? asked 
one earnest young man. It is 
natural, after all." 

Some of the men are proud of 



their new-found domestic ac¬ 
complishments, like Jamil 
Kanr.oji. father of nine ur.d a 
staunch traditionalist. "When I 
go home 1 will tel! my w ife to 
get ou: of ntv kitchen," he said 
with a huge guffaw. 

In another tent some of the 
younger men played chess on a 
board improvised from a so?; 
drink canon, while others 
played with Lulu the kitten, 
adopted from a nearby village. 
This hardly fitted with the ter¬ 
rorist image so assiduously pre¬ 
sented by Israel — and obser¬ 
vation which provoked much 
self-mocking laughter. 

Yet there arc some truly hard 
men here too. Hamza Kaifoush. 
a taciturn ox of a fellow, was 
casually introduced as the killer 
of six or seven informers. He 
had served 16 years of a life 
sentence when he was deponed, 
and faces the prospect of indefi¬ 
nite separation from his two 
wives if he is ever repatriated. 
On his right arm was a huge 
ugly scar, the result of burning 
off a tattoo he had come to be¬ 
lieve was offensive to Islam. 

Another younger visitor to 
the guest tent did not give his 
name because he was~on die 
run, having escaped into Egypt 
from the Gaza Strip after killing 
"five or six" informers. The in¬ 
terpreter was vague about 
where the young man had been, 
or where he would go next, but 
said he had come for a couple 
of days to look up some old 
friends. He was said to be 20- 
years-old, but looked at least a 
couple of years younger, and 
before he went to sleep, he sang 
to himself in a soft falsetto. 

At the other end of the range 
of humanity in Maij Al Zuhur 
is Adly Yaish, a 41-ycar-old 
businessman of Nablus, who is 
visibly bewildered by his ban¬ 
ishment. 

He said he had never been ar¬ 
rested before and was never in 
trouble. He was a well-to-do 
motor parts dealer, with the lo¬ 
cal agency for Mercedes and 
Opel and a degree from Liver¬ 
pool University. Neat and pre¬ 
cise, with flawless English, he 
spoke bitterly of his arrest and 


deportation. There was no ques¬ 
tioning, he insisted, and no ac¬ 
cusation. 

"I just want to know why. To 
do something wrong and he im¬ 
prisoned for it: at leas; you will 
be satisfied. But to be impris¬ 
oned or deponed without know¬ 
ing why, that is hurting me. 

Among the leading spokes¬ 
men for the camp, the sense of 
injustice is qualified by an al¬ 
most gleeful .‘-Y.istV.ction a: the 
propaganda advantage they 
have been given. 


Dr 


i! A.iniisi. who 


has been elevated from the ob¬ 
scurity oi lecturing on pediat¬ 
rics a: the Islamic University of 
Gccn. revels in his stew fame as 
the main spokesman for the 
camp. He trips ol: the stock 
line: the peace negotiators are 
not elected and therefore not 
representative, the PLO is itself 
divided, the opposition is 
stronger than ever 

Momentarily taken aback by 
the ob>ervatio:! that he himself 
was no more elec red than the 
PLO, Dr R.euisi quickly recov¬ 
ered. "1 do not claim lha: 1 rep¬ 
resent the Palestinian people." 
he ;..ii.l. "TVv shots!.! be free 
elections; v.iihr-t: p-.wndilsfrs 
and it should be to: the Pales¬ 
tinian people si;-.: Je a;:d outside 
:he occupied territories." 

Should there not be some 
compromise? "If Israel was es¬ 
tablished in Britain," he said 
with a smile, "would you accept 
compromise?" 

He argue* passionately abou: 
the skewed anti-Islamic, re¬ 
sponse of the VkVil n:i Iraq, 
Bosnia and Palestine, and jbou: 
the basic injustice of a deporta¬ 
tion which has left sente 2.000 
children letup.warily fatherless. 

Three times, in their relent¬ 
less pursuit of public; iy, the de¬ 
portees have marched out of 
Marj Al Zuhur towards the Is¬ 
raeli front line a couple of miles 
to the south. The first time two 
of their men were wounded, 
one with half his jaw blown 
away. The last lime the depor¬ 
tees dressed in funeral shrouds 
as if in final preparation for 
martyrdom. But each "death 
march," confronted by the Is¬ 
raeli guns, turned back to Marj 
Al Zuhur. 

To Dr Dweik there is no con¬ 
tradiction in such manoeuvres. 
"We as Muslims believe it is 
forbidden to commit suicide... 
all we do must be covered by 
our rcligion."*H 

The Guardian 



Pregnant or not? 

It is easy to be sure. 

When you are overdue, you want to 
know for sure whether you are 
pregnant or not. 

Predictor is an easy and reliable 
pregnancy test which you can do in 
the privacy of your own home. Just dip 
the test stick in a urine sample, and in 
four minutes you know the result. 

Pregnant or not? 

With Predictor it is so easy to be sure 


Predictor 

HOME PREGNANCY TEST 
J}HI j J*>J1 jU*>\ 

The answer you can trust. 
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Saudi Arabian 
Airlines host travel 
and shipping agents 

• Saudi Arabian Airlines, Jordan, host¬ 
ed lunch for distinguished Jordanian 
travel and shipping agents, Monday, 5 
July. The invitation came as a recogni¬ 
tion of (he agents' efforts in successfully 
promoting trips to Saudia through Saudi 
Arabian Airlines. Mr Sami Joudeb, Sau¬ 
di Arabian Airlines agent in Jordan, 
thanked the invited guests for their ef¬ 
forts in promoting Saudi Airlines sales. 
Mr Nizar Snnbul handed out certificates 
of honor to distinguished agents. 
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12th Jerash Festival: an increase The perfect companion 

• . . j * . . .. for sports fans 

m local and Arab participation 


Bv Vesna Masharqa 

Special lo The Star 

THE 12TH Jerash Festival for 
Arts and Culture will be 
opened this year on 14 July by 
a "Jordanian Night" acL For the 
first time ever, the organizers 
have completely relied on the 
credibility and talent of local 
artists to present Jordan with an 
original and outstanding musi¬ 
cal experience. "We hope to 
make Jordanian Night a tradi¬ 
tion in the Jerash Festival. Due 
to the latest cultural develop¬ 
ments. local artists have 
achieved a certain potential that 
allows them to overtake such 
responsibility and accept the 
unusual challenge,” said Ak- 
ram Masarwa in addressing 
the press conference on 29 
June. 

Mr Masarwa referred to lo¬ 
cal artists as "young talents 
whose music career is ascend¬ 
ing.” On the other hand, the 
festival includes performers 
who enjoy wide Arab acclaim, 
such as Cheb Khaled and Ra- 
gheb Alameh. 

Another qualitative compo¬ 
nent pertaining to local partici¬ 
pation. as Mr Masarwa added, 
are theatrical productions; the 
first of their kind in the Festi¬ 
val. Nabil and Hisham. who 
are well-known throughout the 
Arab World, will present their 
political satires as well as a 
play for children. Recruiting 
and encouraging yotmg artists, 
a part of the Jerash Festival tra¬ 
dition. will be felt this year, but 
with less amplitude. 

Poetry recitals, which are 
deeply rooted in the tradition of 
the Jerash festival, will intro¬ 
duce this year short story writ¬ 
ers as a pan of the organizers’ 



incentives to widen the literary 
spectrum of the festival. "For 
the first time, the Jerash Festi¬ 
val will present short story read¬ 
ings along with poetry evenings. 
It's our ambition to include oilier 
literary forms during the follow¬ 
ing years, until we constitute a 
comprehensive literature /estival 
in the near future,” said Mr Ma¬ 
sarwa. The poetry and short story 
show's, which will be taking place 
at the Royal Cultural Center, will 
be accompanied by ihe evaluation 
and critical panel discussions led 
by acclaimed Arab critics. 


Twelve .Arab countries, in¬ 
cluding those from Tunisia. 
Yemen, Egypt, Iraq, Algeria, 
Lebanon. Bahrain, Morocco, 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates, Syria and Palestine, 
will share their latest artistic 
experiences in the fields of per¬ 
forming arts and literature. 
Some of them are considered to 
be Arab cultural phenomena 
and enjoy worldwide acclaim. 

Regardless of the fact that the 
Jerash Festival is an interna¬ 
tional one; giving it the right to 
charge at a rate in accordance 


with international standards, 
the ticket prices will not exceed 
JD 10. As Mr Masarwa point¬ 
ed out, the festival is a noo- 
profitable occasion which cov¬ 
ers its expenses. It facilitates 
the attendance of die citizens in 
terms of transportation and low 
ticket prices in order to pre¬ 
serve the popular character of 
the festival and to give every¬ 
one the opportunity to enjoy its 
cultural variety. 

Last year, the festival hosted 
50,000 attendants in 9 night 
shows, and this year the orga¬ 
nizers expect 60,000 visitors 
throughout the 13 oights. 

The shows, which will fea¬ 
ture 18 troops, in addition to lit¬ 
erature readings, will take place 
at three sites: the Jerash Am¬ 
phitheatre, the Royal Cultural 
Center and the Palace of Cul¬ 
ture. (For more information 
concerning the whens and 
wheres of events, check out the 
Jerash Festival schedule). Visi¬ 
tors will be obliged to use 
Soukhna road, which runs 
through Zarqa, meaning 25km 
of extra driving. 

The organizers of the festival 
are very grateful to the private 
sector and governmental insti¬ 
tutions’ initiatives. Both have 
assisted financially and morally 
in preparing and realizing the 
festival, facilitating its expan¬ 
sion and growth up to fee ex¬ 
tent that made Jordanians 
proud of it They also know 
that the Jerash festival won’t be 
what it is today without the 
special concern and involve¬ 
ment of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, who inaugurated and pa¬ 
tronizes the festival and have 
been doing so for the last 12 
years. ■ 



The Twelfth Jerash Festival will take place at 
Jerash between 14 and 50 July. Following are the 
Festival's activities: 

Events to take place at the Southern Thearer/Ierash: 


Date 

Time 

Event 

Ticket 

Wed. 14 July 

20.Q0 

A Jordanian Night 

JD3 

Thursday 

20.30 

Ragheb Alameh 

JD 7 

Friday 

2030 

Ragheb Alameh 


Saturday 

2030 

Ragheb Alameh 


Sunday 

20.30 

Jafra Group - 

JD 3 

Tuesday 

20.30 

A1 Jeel Club Band 

JD 3 

Thursday 

20.30 

Nabil and Hisham 

JD 5 

Friday 

20.30 

Nabil and Hisham 


Saturday 

20.30 

Nabil and Hisham 


Monday 

2030 

Al Fuhais Group 

JD 3 

Tuesday 

20.30 

Osama Jabour 

JD 5 

Thursday 

2030 

Cheb Khaled 

JDS 

Friday 

2030 

Cheb Khaled 



Events to take place at the Palace of Culture Theater/Amman: 
Wed. 28 July 20:30 Karkala Group JD5.7.10 

Thursday 20:30 Karkala Group 

Friday 20:30 Karkala Group 

Events to take place at the Royal Cultural Center/ 
Amman: 

Tue. 20 July 20:00 UY Chorus JD3 


Government of India approves 
Coca-Cola Venture 

• THE COCA-COLA Company confirmed this week that the 
Government of India has approved the Company's application for 
a 100 percent-owned business in India. 

The application and its approval are in line with receut steps taken 
by the government to liberalize die environment for foreign invest¬ 
ment in India. 

The approval 

authorizes / | 

Soud^"" 0 Asia S/n/i/W'fU 

sidiary of The 
Coca-Cola 

Company, to implement 100 percent ownership of a venture for 
beverage blending operations, to supply licensed local bottles in 
India. 

"We are very encouraged by the government of India's recent steps 
to further enhance the climate for foreign investment in India, and 
we are grateful for the government’s expeditious approval of our 
application,” said Mr E Neville Isdell, president. North East Eu¬ 
rope,"Middle East Group, The Coca-Cola Company. "The approval 
is a concrete expression of the government's commitment to eco¬ 
nomic liberalization and will pave the way for the establishment of 
our business system and the reintroduction of Coca-Cola to India,” 
he added. 

The Coca-Cola Company operates in over 195 countries and is the 
largest soft drink company in the world, serving more than 685 
million drinks each day. 


Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 


Pianist Walid Aqel 
B and A Zarqan 
Pianist Walid Aqel 
B and A Zarqan 
Gilgaroesh 
Gilgomesh 


Agenda 


Events pertaining youngsters at the Palace Culture Theater: 

Thu. 15 July 11:00 Nabil and Hisham in School Jt> 2.3 5 

Friday 11:00 Nabil and Hisham in School 

Saturday 11:00 Nabil-and Hisham in School 

Wednesday 17:00 A1 Bara’em Theater ID I 

Thursday 17:00 A1 Bara'em Theater 

Friday 17:00 A] Bara’em Theater 


Events pertaining 

rpnlAr/Amman. 

youngsters at the Royal Cultural 

*^V*I6U* 3 a JLU 

Fri. 16 July 

UUIMJIi 

20:00 

National. Music Conservatory 

-JD 5 

Saturday 

20:00 

NMC 


Sunday 

20:00 

Ballet group of the RCC 

JD5 

Monday 

20:00 

Ballet group of the RCC 


Wednesday 

11:00 

Friends of Children Theater 

JD 13 

Thursday 

11:00 

Friends of Children Theater 


Friday 

11:00 

Friends of Children Theater 



EXHIBITIONS 

© Noeile Shawa's exhibition is 
now being displayed at the 
RCC until 12 July. 

• Jean-Christophe is display¬ 
ing his photographs at the 
French Cultural Center until 13 
July. 

• The Balka'a Art Gallery is 
hosting an exhibition, of the 
works of artist G Bahgory un¬ 
til 10 July. 

© The Alia An Gallery is host¬ 
ing Abeer A1 Khatib in an ex¬ 
hibition of paintings. Exhibi¬ 
tion wiU run until 10 July. 


FILMS 

• Murder Ahoy will be fea¬ 
tured at the British Council, 
Wednesday 14 July, at 7:00 pm. 

• Wake of the* Red Witch 
will be screened at the Ameri¬ 
can Center, Thursday, 8 July, at 
4:00 pm. On Tuesday, 13 July, 
the American Center will 
screen Wonderworks: Broth¬ 
er Future at 4:00 pm, 

LECTURES 

• On Thursday, 8 July, Dr 
James Flanagan and Dr David 
McCreery will report on the 
1993 season at Tell Nimrin, at 
the FoA Center at 7:00 pm. 

QUIZ NIGHT 

• Hotel Intercontinental Jor¬ 
dan will be holding a quiz night 
on Thursday, 8 July, at 7:30 
pm. Tickets are JD 10 each. 



• Time-proven TISSOT tradition and advanced TISSOT technol¬ 
ogy go into every model in fee PRX line. The result: a wnst-watcb 
available in different versions, sporty, tough, with a dash of tune¬ 
less elegance. The PRX is unsbakeable: it measures hours, minutes 
and seconds wife unerring quartz precision. All PRX models fea¬ 
ture a date display, while some show the day of fee week, fee 

awl »ha nhate nf the moon. SWlSSPACK is the latest sym¬ 
bol^? g^SSi!w^>OfWtliality and is found in all models in the 
PRX range: water resistance to 100 metres, a scratch-resistant sap¬ 
phire crystal and a reliable.battery end-of-life indicator. 

Pictured are three bicolor models (stainless steel, partially plat¬ 
ed in yellow gold) wife classic, shimmering white dials. The PRX 
is available wife eifeec a bicolor metal bracelet or a genuine leath¬ 
er strap in brown or black. And TISSOT prices are unbeatable. 

The PRX collection is available from good watch retaileis eve¬ 
rywhere and it comes wife a one-year TISSOT warranty, valid in 
125 countries of the world. . 

• Rana A1 Haflaq, daughter of Dr Abdul Raouf A1 Halaq and 
Salwa Anshasi and a freshman at Hamilton College, has been 
named to the Hamilton College Dean's List for the 1993 spring 
semester., A student is placed on the Dean's List for earning an 
aVferageof90 or above daring the term. 

Chartered in 1812, Hamilton College is one of the oldest col¬ 
leges in the US. Originally a frontier school for the native 
Oneida I ndian* and children of early settlers, and later an all- 
male college, Hamilton today is a private, nonsectarian liberal 
arts institution enrolling 1,650 men and women from around 
the US and the world. 

Noted Middle East scholar becomes 
president of AUB 

• Dr Robert M Haddad, a prominent expert in Middle Eastern 

history and religion, assumed the presidency of the American Uni¬ 
versity of Beirut last Thursday, I July. It was announced by the 
University Board of Trustees. • . . 

The American University of Beirut is one of the oldest Ameri¬ 
can institutions in fee Middle,East. Throughout its 127-year histo¬ 
ry, it has been headed by Americans. Dr Haddad is the first of 
Arab descent to serve as Chief Executive. 

The new Chief Executive joins AUB after thirty years on the 
Smith faculty. At his departure, he was Sophia Smith Professor erf 
History and Religion, a prestigious post he had held since 1982- 

Bom in New York in 1930, Dr Haddad earned his Ph.D. in His¬ 
tory and Middle Eastern Studies from Harvard University. 




ARIES (21 March- 
19 April): Hold your 
temper at work. You 
may need it later. 

Check out club meet¬ 
ings. 

TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 MAY): 

You could make a 
contact that will help 
with your career. 

Don't plan a date feat 
night, though. 

GEMINI (21 May- 

21 June); Finish a re¬ 
quirement and don't 
complain. Life will 
get easier. You'll be • 
especially brilliant. 

CANCER (22 June- 

22 July): A partner 
you choose could be 
a keeper. Focus on fi¬ 
nancial matters and/ 
or research. Take a 
drive or long bike 
drive. 

LEO (23 July-22 

August): A week filled with fee least pleasant tasks. Finish them.; 

I off, so you can play. Get out for a change of scene. 

! VIRGO (23 August-22 September): A great week for romance. 
Concentrate on a tough task; you’ll be more successful if you work • 
with a partner. 

LIBRA (23 September-23 October): Focus on domestic respou- v 
sibilities, or fee'll get in fee way of your social life. Work should, 
almost be fun. . . " . 

SCORPIO (24 October-21 November): You may learn some- ‘ 
thing valuable this week. Force yourself concentrate on a tough 
assi gnme nt ■* , 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November-21 December): You may be able 
to save, if you put in a little extra effort. An excellent week for 
learning. 

CAPRICORN (22 December-19 January): Tackle a difficult 
task, you may find a way to save on expenses. Study computers. - V- 
AQUARIUS <20 Jaanary-18 February): It’s playback tune. 
Catch up on reading and you'll be magnificent You could get ma- ■, 
jor weak done this'week, : . . 

PISCES (19 February-20 March): You could find valuable in- : 
formation at a meeting. V 



“You know, boys, sometimes I stare up at fee 
like this and I wonder... i wonder wonder wonder 
who ...who wrote The Book of Love ? 



“Of course, one of the more popular myths Is that oik 
16th president was bom in a little log cabin." 
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Le havre de Dana 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


0 Imagines votre reveil au son de multiples chants d'oiseauxface aux escarpemenis d’un 
wadi majestueux... Ce petit coin de panuBs exzste bel et bun dans la reserve natureUe de 
Dana. Vn campement de Unites bumaculies dans un sited vous couper le souffle. 

A la beauti sauvage du lieu s'ajoute un confort remarquable. Habilemenl integris dans 
lepaysage, oh ddcouvre avec surprise des sanitares modemes flambant neuf. La propreU 
des eqtdpements du campement est paifcdte. Tapis et couvertures sont encore sous leur 
embaUage d'origine^. Barbecues et lampes-tempSte sont a disposition. 

Jl est vrcdqae ce havre de pair entre TqfUeh et Pitra n'a pas encore ite offieieOement 
inaugurt. Mats, il diji possible d*y sijoumer pour un prix modeste. Le droit d'entree est 
delj5DJla tentepour quatrepersonnes coBte 5DJ. Attention : facets au campement n'est 
pas indiqud de la route. Si vous ites tentis par y passer un moment de reve, contactez la 
Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature au 847 411. 
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Un autel monumental et un temple decores de peintures polychromes 
ressuscites par I’Squipe frangaise de Jerash. Un succes sans precedent qui 
prouye l’importance du site avant la conquete romaine. 


& 




our 




QUEL CHOC! Soudain, au mi¬ 
lieu d'un amas de pierres gris- 
es, le bleu-vif d'un angle appa- 
raJt sous les yeux de I’Equipe 
frangaise de Jerash. Le sanctu- 
aire de Zeus livre des trEsors 
insoupgonnEs aux archEo- 
logues mEdusEs. Sous les con¬ 
structions romaines 

entitlement ruinEes se cachent 
les monuments les pins anciens 
du site. A la tete des fouilles, 
Jacques Seigne I’avait pressen- 
ti. Mais jamais il n'aurait imag¬ 
ing trouver un autel et un tem¬ 
ple dEcorEs (Tune polychromie 
Eclatante. Une premiere ar- 
chEologique en Jardanie, 

"Depuis des annEes, nous 
toumions autour du pot", con- 
fie le responsable de ITnstitut 
frangais d’archEologie du 
Proche-Orient (IFAPO). "Mais 
pour les campagnes de cet hiv- 
er et du printemps, nous avons 
bEnEftriE de conditions de 
fouilles exceptionnelles avec le 
pifit d'une grue par le dEparte- 
ment des AntiquitEs et la pre¬ 
sence d'une &jiripe EtoffEe". 
(Voir "Le Jourdara" du 27 mai 
dernier). Les rEsultats sont k la 
cJE. 

Ces demiers mois, I’Equipe 
frangaise a pu ainsi sortir et 
soigneusement rEpertorier prfes 
de mille cinq cents blocs de 
pierre du sanctuaire. Une 
fouille atypique. Rien k jeter, 
chaque bloc est un morceau du 


puzzle. "Ce monument est 
comme une poupEe russe", 
explique Jacques Seigne. 
"Plusieurs constructions se 
sont imbriquEes les unes 
dans les autres au cours des 
premiers si teles de 
j'existance de la ville. Nous 
allons de surprises en sur¬ 
prises!". 

L’exhumation de 

b&timents hellEoistiques est 
un grand succ&s pour 
I’Equipe frangaise. "Cest la 
premitre fois que l’on ap- 
porte la preuve • de 
l'existence de constructions 
antErieunes ft la conqufite ro¬ 
maine (63 avant J.C.)\ sou- 
ligne Safwan Tell, dnrectenr 
du department des Antiqui¬ 
tEs. "Je snis trfts concent que 
ces fouilles scientifiques et 
bien organises aient portt 
leuis fruits". 

A la diffSrence du temple 
remain, entitrement dEmon- 
tE k l'Epoque byzantine pour 
construire des Eglises, les 
constructions hellEnistiqoes 
sont restEes intactes sur le 
sanctuaire. Mais en pitces 
dEtachEes... Les blocs Etai- 




Jordanie 
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Les foudres de Zeus omedent Vautel heUenistique monumental decouvert cette annde 
par Vequipe frangaise de VIFAPO. 


ent conserves pour soutenir Sous les mines du temple roman du sanctuaire se cachent les 
les fondations on comme El- monuments les plus anciens de Jirash. Des dicoumtes inesperies. 
Ements de bourrage. En 

fouillant les fondations du presque complets. monumental dEdiE a Zeus, un 

temple remain, I’Equipe de Premitre surprise, Jacques petit temple a EtE dEcouvert, 
1TFAPO a done eu accts k une Seigne pensait trouver un seul dEjouant toutes les provisions 
vEritable mine de monuments Edifice. Or, eu plus d'un autel anttrieures. Deuxitme surprise 


de taille, la mise k jour de blocs 
peints et stuqnEs. En plus de 
leur physionomie gEnE-rale, la 
dEcoration des monuments peut 
aussi fitre reconstitute. Et quel 
dtcor! Rises jaune-vif, archi¬ 
traves vertes, muxs rouge ponp 
pEien, faux marbres... Sans 
parier de la dEcoration intt- 
rieure des monuments alliant 
motifs floraux et symboles gEo- 
mEtriques dans une dtbauche 
Otourdissante de pigments! 

"Le plus extraordinaire, e'est 
qu'avec Tabondance de blocs 
retrouvOs il nous serait tout a 
■fait., possible de remettre sur 
pieds ces deux bStiments! Les 
reconstitute sur le site est im¬ 
possible car les fondations ont 
dispam, mais il serait facile de 
les reconstituer avec leur deco¬ 
ration d'origine k 1'abris d'un 
musOe", assure le r^ponsable 
frangais avec enthousiasme. Un 
projet qui fait rfever. 

Ces constructions hellOnis- 
tiques, sans Equivalent dans le 
pays, mOriteraient bien un tel 
nommage. ROsuJtats d’un Oton- 
nant brassage d'influences, 
dies possident des caractOris- 
tiques que l'on retoouve dans 
deas monuments grecs mais aus¬ 
si palestmiens et Ogyptiens de 


la m£me Opoque. "Cette terre a 
toujours OtO un important carre- 
four d'influences cultureUes”, 
affirme Safwan Tell. "Ces Edi¬ 
fices sont le rEsultat d'un su- 
perbe mElange entre l'Orient et 
!'Occident. L'apport du savoir- 
faire des NabatEens dans ces 
constructions n'est nullement k ■ 
nEgliger". 

Main tenant, apparait le 
problgme de la conservation de 
ces trouvailles. Les blocs dEco- 
rEs les plus prEcieux ont ddj& 
EtE consolidEs par une restaura- 
trice frangaise. Pour la rentrEe, 
I'Equipe de 1TFAPO espgre le 
rerrfort d'un ou de deux autres 
restaurateurs. Mais, la conser¬ 
vation et la mise en valeur k 
long terme sont entre les mains 
des Jordani ens. 

DEddEment fertile en decou- 
vertes. la derniEre campagne de , 
'fouilles a aussi peraus de re- ’ 
consumer entitlement la fiise 
du temple romain de 69-70 
aprEs J.C.. Aprfes le dess in sys- 
tEmatique de tous les fragments 
retrouvEs sur le sanctuaire ou 
d6couverts rEutilisEs dans 
d’autres bStiments de la ville, la 
ddcoration frontale du temple a 
pu renaitre sur papier. "Le puz¬ 
zle a pris forme en une mati- 


nfie", assure Jacques Seigne. ”H 
serait maimenant possible de 
reconstruire sur le sanctuaire 
toute la fagade du temple. Les 
blocs sont Epars sur le site, ils 
pourraient etre facilement as- 
semblEs de nouveau". 

Toutes ces trouvailles Eclati- 
ent d'un jour nouveau le rQle et 
('importance du sanctuaire de 
Zeus, vEri table pivot de la vie 
de la citE pendant des siEcles. 
Par la m€me, e'est Vhistoire de 
JErash qui est dEvoilEe. Mais, le 
voyage dans le temps de 
I'Equipe frangaise ne s'arrEte pas 
au stade hellEnistique. VoilE 
que sous I'autel et le temple, 
d'autres fondations existent.. 

"Nous avons dEcouvert des 
ElEments d'un curieux monu¬ 
ment circulaire et d'un portique 
de style dorique", ajoute le re¬ 
sponsable frangais. "Le sanctu¬ 
aire Etait bien plus compiexe et 
important que nous ne le pen¬ 
sions. Cela relance le dEbat". 
D'ou viennent ces monuments? 
A qui sout-ils dEdiEs? Zeus liv¬ 
re un k un ses crEsors mais le 
mysiEre de son sanctuaire est 
loin d'etre percE. ■ 


Florent Chevolleaa 


D^GEL - A pres la visile 
du roi Hussein h Washing¬ 
ton, la Jordanie esperc rv- 
cevoir une assistance econ- 
omique et militaire des 
Etats-Uuis d'un numtant 
de 50 millions de Dollars. 
L'ahle de Washington au 
Royaume hachcmite csi 
gelee depute le refus 
d'Amman dc participer a 
1'ope rati on militaire con- 
tre son voisin irakicn au 
moment dc la (.'rise du 
Golfe. 


OZONE - Pour l'aider 
dans sou programme de 
reduction des emissions 
industriellcs detruisants la 
couche d'ozone. le Mon¬ 
treal Fund va verser 2 mil¬ 
lions de Dollars au Roy- 
flume. La mise en teuvre 
du programme demarrera 
des la reception effective 
de cette aide. 


SOURCE - Selon les der- 
niers tests, I'andenne 
source de Disi serait ex¬ 
ploitable pour approvi- 
sionner en eau la capitale 
et des regions a forte pop¬ 
ulation. L'eau de Disi 
pourrait ainsi alimenter 
Amman pour une durve 
de 50 k 70 ans. Ce projet 
d'exploration est finance 
par une agence britan- 
nique. 


CAMPAGNE - Le De- 
partement du developpe- 
ment social de Zarqa 
lance une grande cam¬ 
pagne pour hitter con tre 
la menditite dans la ville. 
Le programme, prepare 
par ie ministere du DEvv- 
loppement social, vise a 
dEcourager les contreven- 
ants dans plusieurs parties 
de Zarqa. 
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Pour 


europeenne 

son premier voyage en Jordanie, le vice-president de la commission de la Communaute europeenne, 
Manuel Marin, a precise le rdle de 1‘Europe dans les negociations de paix. 


^1 


"NOUS SOMMES amvEs k un 
moment crucial des nEgocia- 
tious de paix", a affirmE Ma¬ 
nuel Marin, commissaire euro- 
pEeu en visite officielle en 
Jordanie. "Depuis deux ans, les 
progrEs out EtE modest es. La 
CommimautE europEenne a peu 
de pouvoir en la matiEre mais 
j elle compte bien jouer de sa 
j grande influence pour relancer 
i ^ je processus de paix". 

! ■ vice-prEsident de la commis¬ 
sion de la Communaute euro- 
pEenne depuis 1986, Manuel 
Marin est en meme temps le 
commissaire chaigE de la coop¬ 
eration et du dEveloppement. 
Depuis Ie dEbut de I'annEe, sa 
mission s’est Etendue, entre au¬ 
tres, au Moyeu-Orient. Pour sa 
premiere prise de contact avec 
la rEgion, il a choisi la Jordame 
pour une visite de trois joura, 
avant de s'envoler vers Le 

Cairo. . . 

Le processus de paix israElo- 
arabe Etait bien enwnda, au 
centre de son entnevue avec Ie 
roi Hussein, Iundi 5. Manuel 
Marin a aussi rencontm* le Pre- 
t'jiier ministre et plusieurs mem- 



Manuel Marin, muniro deux de la Commission de la CE, a 
choisi la Jordanie pour son premier voyage dans la region 


bres du gouvememeot ‘MagalL 
Au cours d'une confErence de 
presse, le commissaire euro- 
pgen a pn&isE les limites de 
faction de la Co mm imautE 


dans les pourparlers. ■ 
"La . CommunautE euro- 
pEenne est bien engagEe dans 
les negotiations muJtiiatErales. 
Mais, celles-ci dependent de 


I'avancEe des discussions bilat- 
Erales”, a-t-il piEtisE. La Com- 
nmn antfi europEome piEside, 
en efret, un des cinq groupes de 
travail, celui consaczE k la 
cocpEratton Economique rEgio- 
nale. "Les progrEs dependent 
de la bonne volontE des difTE- 
rentes paibes. Nous sftmmpy en 
contact pennanent avec tiles, 
mais je n'ai malheureosement 
pas de fbimule magique k pro¬ 
poser!", a ajoutE, avec luciditfi, 
le co mm issaire europEen. 

Pour illustrer l'iniEtEt marouE : 
. par la CE aux discussions bilat- 
Erales, il a rappdE qu*une dElE- 
gation europlenne se leodra k 
Moscou, la semaine prochaine, 
poor faire le point sur les der- 
niers dEveloppements des oEgo- 
.ciations. 

A propos de faide finantiEre 
aux pays de la rEgion; Manuel 
Marin a souiignE que "la Com¬ 
mon antE europEenne verse 42% 
du montane total des aides pub- 
liques dans Ie monde, selon les 
demiers chiffres de .i’OCDE". 
"Nous sommes les' leaders 
mondiaux dans ce genre 
d'aide", a-t-il piEtisE. En ce qui 


conceme la Jordanie. un proto¬ 
cole financier de 126 millions 
dEcus, signE en juin 91, est en 
cours duplication pour cinq 
ans. 

Au Caire, Manuel Marin sou- 
haite s'oitretenir avec le presi¬ 
dent Moubarak sur la menace 
du fondamentalisme musul- 
man, "le principal probltine (de 
lEgypte) depuis un an". Pour 
lui, cette flambEe de violence 
s'explique par les conditions 
Economiques de la population. 
La lutifi coutre la pauvrete.est 
Yime des voies privilEgifespar 
le commissaire. 

Pour conclure, Manuel Marin 
a reconnu avec franchise que 
l'Europe n'Etait pas en mesure 
de jouer un r81e de leadership 
mondial du fait- de ses "limites 
internes". "En tant que Euro- 
pEens, nous n'avons de legons k 
dormer k personne. Nous avons 
nos propres probtemes...". La 
situation, dramatique de l'ex- 
Yougoslavie occupait, alors, 
surement ses pensEes. ■ 
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Michael Jordan receives 
3rd trophy and new car 


A GRACIOUS bunered Mi¬ 
chael Jordan received his third 
consecutive trophy and new car 
for being the Most Valuable 
Player in the NBA finals and 
said that he was looking for¬ 
ward to a summer without bas¬ 
ketball. 

"I have a great feeling that 
it's over with," said Jordan, 
who averaged an NBA final 
record of 41 points over six 
games in leading the Chicago 
Bulls to their third straight 
championship. 

"It's very relieving that I can 
get up and not think of basket¬ 
ball," he said at a news confer¬ 
ence where the award was pre¬ 
sented. 

Jordan is the first player ever 
to win three straight NBA fi¬ 
nals' MVP awards and only the 
second player to win three in a 
career. Magic Johnson won the 
honor in 1980, 1982 and 1987 
with the Los Angeles Lakers. 
Jordan said mental fatigue 
bothered him this season, 
which followed his play with 
the gold-medal winning US 
Olympic Basketball team last 
summer. That effort came 
shortly after the Bulls' 1992 
NBA victory. 

"I feel without the Olympics, 
I’ve got an adequate time to get 
away from the game," Jordan 
said. With their 99-98 win last 
week, the Bulls became the 
first team in 27 years to win the 
NBA title three straight sea¬ 
sons. 

Jordan said he had expected 
the pressure to lesson after, the - 
team's second championship, in 
1992, but the pressure, "was 
even greater than I ever expect¬ 
ed. It was a tough season. I 
must thank my family — my 
wife and my kids for dealing 
with me for eight straight 
months of frustration, ups and 
downs, whatever — the Chica¬ 
go Bulls — the coaching stuff. 



my team mates, everybody,” 
Jordan said. 

He also thanked fans and the 
city of Chicago. The playoff 
pressure was compounded by 
an uproar over reports of Jor¬ 
dan's gambling habits; some 
observers suggested that Jor¬ 
dan, 30, wasn't enjoying the 
game anymore. 

But the nine-year NBA vete¬ 
ran said he still expects to find 
fulfillment on the court. 

"Basketball is my medicine, 
is my psychiatrist," he said, "It 
helps me solve a lot of problems 
that I may have away from the 
game. And I think that’s one of 
the blessings that I feel that I've 
been blessed with." 


For Ionian's efforts in this 
year's finals, where he also av¬ 
eraged 8.5 rebounds and 6.3 as¬ 
sists per game, he received a 
large trophy and keys to a 1993 
eagle vision TSI automobile 
from the Chrysler Crop. 

"Now Fve got so many cars I 
don't know what to do with 
them,” he said, jokingly. "But 
Tm never going to turn them 
down when they're free. "He re¬ 
ceived cars for each of the past 
two NBA finals MVP awards. 
Tvc got three kids, so at least 
they've got something to drive 
when they turn 16,” he said. 
His immediate plans: "just re¬ 
lax, just let my hair down, real¬ 
ly just doing nothing." ■ 


Sevilla refuses to pay Maradona 
and Birmingham wooing him 


THE SPANISH club Sevilla 
have refused to pay Diego Mar¬ 
adona the million dollars owed 
to him on his one-year conwacL 
The club said that iheir lawyers 
had notified the former Argen¬ 
tine captain that about SI.I mil¬ 
lion payment was being with¬ 
held because Maradona had 
"not met his obligations to the 
club, due to hfs disordered 
life." 

The club would not pay the 
money to the Dutch-based 
company which handles Mara¬ 
dona's public relations either. A 
Sevilla statement said Marado¬ 
na had not appeared for train¬ 
ing and had failed to fulfill 
commitments because of his 
bud image and his poor physi¬ 
cal condition, discrediting the 
club. 

On the other hand the Eng¬ 
lish First Division club Birm¬ 
ingham City said that they were 
trying to woo Maradona inLo 
joining them. Birmingham's 
Managing Director Karren Bra¬ 
dy said that the club had spok¬ 
en to Maradona's agent and 
was hoping for a quick deci- 



*'It ail boils down to the kind 
of offers he has received. We 
have spoken to his agent and to 








Sampras and 
Graf win 
Wimbledon 







THE ATTACKER of Mon¬ 
ica Seles claimed he did it 
because she had stopped 
Steffi's record run of 186 
weeks as world number 
one. The reporters said that 
the incident will affect Stef¬ 
fi's play. But she won the 
French Open despite an an¬ 
kle injury, and defeated 
Jana Novotna who coached 
by former Wimbledon fi¬ 
nalist Hana Mandlikova to 
win Wimbledon. Novotna's 
best year was 1990, when 
She reached the quarter¬ 
finals at the US Open, 


Wimbledon, and the semi¬ 
finals in Paris. Her results last 
year were disappointing, but 
she has beaten Seles, Sabatmi 
and Sanchez. - 
Pete Sampras also defeated 
Jim Courier and won the 
Championship. Sampras, the 
world number one, won die US 
Open aged 19, and last year 
reached the finals again, where 
he was beaten by Stefan Ed- 
berg. Courier who won four 
Grand Slam titles was toppled 
from the No i spot by Pete 
Sampras earlier this year, fl 
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Sampras 


2 sne reacnea me quarter- irom uie i uy itu. Sampras 
' finals at the US Open, Sampras earlier this year. I v 
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IOC tells US not 
to interfere 


.© Superstar Marco Van Basten 
is fighting to save his career. 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
Olympic Committee .said that 
the US Congress should mind 
its own business. IOC officials 
reacted with fury last week, to 
a US House Subcommittee res¬ 
olution urging rejection of Beij¬ 
ing's bid to host the 2000 Sum¬ 
mer Gaines because of China's 
human rights record. 

"This is interference,” said 
IOC vice president Kevin Gos¬ 
per. "It takes us back 13 years 
to the Jimmy Carter boycott 
when the movement was al¬ 
most brought down.” 

Carter ordered the US-led 
boycott of the Moscow Games 
to protest the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan. 

"If the US wants to make rec¬ 
ommendations to the IOC, 
that's their right," Gosper said. 
"But they've got no right to tell 
individual members how to 
vote. We take the line that 
members can decide for them¬ 
selves. We are very uncomfort-, 
able with this resolution and I 
personally regret it very much." 


Holyfield and 
Bowe 

In the 

heavyweight 

rematch 


Gosper is 
also an official 
on the Sydney 
bidding com¬ 
mittee. Sydney 
and Beijing are 
considered the 
front-runners 
among the six 
Cities seeking 
to host the 
2000 Games. 
The resolu¬ 
tions were 
passed 10 June 
by die Sub¬ 
committee on 
International 
Security, Inter¬ 
national Or¬ 
ganization and 
Human Rights. 
It is expected 
to be adopted 
by the House 
Foreign Af¬ 
fairs Commit¬ 
tee. ■ 



Scrambled Word 


Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. /fj 



The Milan striker has just un¬ 
dergone another ankle operation 
and there are fears that he will 
never play again. And if he 
.does make a full recovery, he 
has been warned that he must 
-cut down the number of games 
he plays.. 

■ The bad news for the Dutch — 

:.but the good news for England . ' > • Va 

— is that Van Basten will almost certainly miss the rest nf 
- the-World-Cup qualifying campaign. • • . . 

® Veteran Marseille coach Raymond Goethais would like to 
make one filing clear-he’s resigned. 

'Goethais. the oldest man.ever 
to coach a European Cup? 
winning side, is sick of denying 
rumors that he is going backto 
Anderiecht - the Belgian giants 
he led to the Cup-Winners’ Cop 
in 1978. 

"I have only one plan, to enjoy 
my retirement," insists Goer 
thais. "I am not going to any 
other job. I have earned my 
rest" "i 

But Goethais .will be back foe 
one game. He has promised to 
lead Maseille against Sao Paulo 
in the World Club Cup play-off 
in Tokyo in December. 


On the Occasion of the 

12TH CONFERENCE OF THE ARAB ACADEMY OF MUSIC 
and as part of the functidns of the 
12THJERASH FESTIVAL OF CULTURE AND ARTS 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY / . 

. • NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

• ; . in cooperation with 
DAEWOO - SOUTH ELECTRONICS 
presents V. 
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his club. Now it is a case of 
waiting to see what happens," 
Brady said. ■ 


AFTER DEFEATING Alex 
Steward last week, the former 
heavyweight champion, Evand- 
er Holyfield, is ready now to 
play a rematch against heavy¬ 
weight champion Riddie Bowe. 
Holyfield lost his undisputed ti¬ 
tle to Bowe last November and 
thea retired. But he came out erf 
retirement when he told the 
press two months ago that the 
retirement decision was just a 
mistake. ■ 


VANIE 


LEMOTE 


SMOTED 


WITH ALL THAT } 
ACTIVITY &OM& ON, 
THE JAILHOUSE.WAS 
k REALLY THIS I ’ 


Now arrange the circled toners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Bint answer here: 



ANICE PLACE TO 
TAKE THE FAMILY 
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THE HOLIDAY 


25 JD Per night per person Half Board 
for 3 days / 2 nights stay 
Special Suite Rates Available Till 30 th Sep 1993 

Bates are subject to 10 % government tax and 10 % Service charge 
For Reservation: Tel. 03 312426 Fax 03 313426 Aqaba 





THE ORCHESTRAOF 
THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

and 


. . . Han - Don.' Lee, conductor . 

Jeong r Hytin K3m, flute •. 

7 . * Hae - Jeong Song, piano . ’ 

Friday and-Saturday; 16 and 17 July 2993 - 6:00 p.m. 
. : TheRqyaTCulftu^ 

tickets at: : JD.5 

-The Royal Cultural Centre, tel, 669026 

- Phfladephia Hotel, tal; 663100 

. - Babichs, tel. 661322 - . - - . 

- Romero Rest tel. 644227 . , . - 

- Safowav. tel. 68531T- 

• -AUB Alumni Club bf-Jdrdan^teK 641325' c - 

- Hie National Miislc Conservatory, tel 687620 

' ROYAJLJORQ\NIAN 
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Algerian .. 641271/2 

Australian... 673246/7 

Austrian Embassy__ 64463 s 

Bahrain-.!.*. ZJmmot 

..675683 

Bulgarian..818151 

Canadian..666124 

g n,ean -. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.677559 

Czechoslovakian . 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

finra'sh Consulate 824654/824676 

5 iench .—641273/4 

£ er “ an .-.-689351 

.-.673331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

!™jian.637262 

Indonesian..828911 

J™?.!-’* 639331 

I^ ian .-. 638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland..... 625632 

Consulate of Iceland.698853 

Consulate of Sir Lanka.645312 

Japanese .672486/7 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan _64145! 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Consulate.827926 

Omani —.686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine. 677517 

People's Rep. of China.....666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari .682666 

Romanian.667738 

Russian .641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

South Korean .660745/6 

Spanish ..614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish —.669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian -. 641076 

Taiwan._.... 671530 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

UA.E.643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States of America-820101 
Yemen... 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA —..694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

UNICEF... 629571 

UNESCO__ 606559 




Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th-to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a_m. - 5 p.m. year 1 
round Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Hasan excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal’a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 630128. 


AlyemdafAir yemen)_653691 

Aeroflot—. .641510 

Air Canada._...... 630879 

Air France_666055 / 667824 

Air India -688301/2 

Air Lanka___682140 

Alitalia_ 625203 

American Airlines..669068 

Arab Wings_894484 

Adria Airways__667029 

Austrian Airlines-637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines__665909 

British Airways _641430 

China Airlines.-.636232 

Cathay Pacific_628596 

Cyprus Airways.. 667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

EmiratesAirlines..643341 

Gulf Air.—.653613 

Hungarian Airlines_622275 

Iberia —.637827/644036 

Iran Air..-. 622826 

Japan AirLines . 630879 

K.L-M .622175 

Korean Airlines-. 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

Lufthansa. 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.E.A—. 636104 

Olympic..630125/638433 

PIA . 625981 

Philippine Airlines. 640200 

Polish Airlines.. 625981 

Qantas.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudia.-. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604499 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines.. 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A. 1659791/64 ] 906 

USAIR.-.694801/2 

Syrian Air_622147 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways...!.. 637195 

Trans Work! Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines —.659102 

Yemenia Airways-.628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


Algeria..213 

Argentina..-.54 

Buenos Aires 1 


Diary 


IDD Codes. First Dial 00 


important Numbers 


Australia.—. 

. 61 

’ • . 

-— 4 ' 


Adelaide 8 


Germany W.. 

.49 

Amsterdam 20 

Brisbane? 


Bonn 288 


Rotterdam 10 




.30 

North lenten. .. 

Melbourne 3 


Aihcns/Pirscus 1 


Al Bavda 6 

Penh 9 


Hungary. 

.-...36 

Hodeidah 3 

Svdnev 2 


Budapest I 


Sanaa 5 

Austria... 

. 43 

India... 

.91 

Taiz 4 


Vienna 222 

Bahrain.973 

Belgium._... 32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil___ 55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 

- Brazillia61 

Bulgaria.359 

Sofia 2 

Canada.-.-. 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile-.-....56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus—.-. 357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia. 42 

Prague 2 

Denmark ... 45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador... -593 

Quito 2 

Egypt—.-..20 

Cairo 2 

Eire.-...353 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland... 358 

Helsinki 0 

France —. 33 

Paris 1 


Bang lore 812 
New Delhi 1J 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with ]J4<4JA7 i & 8. 

Indonesia. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy. 39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan.—.SI 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya.-.254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait.965 

Korea.82 

Seoul 2 

Libva.218 

Tripoli 21 

lehnnon . .. 96? 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia. 60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico.-.52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco._—.-. 212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands.31 


Nigeria-. 

Lagos 1 

Norwav. 

Oslo *2 

Oman. 

Pakistan. 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/lstanubj j 51 

Paraguay. 

Asuncion 54 

Peru. 

Lima 14 

Philippines. 

Manila 2 

Poland. 

Warsaw 22 

Qjlar. 

Romania..-.. 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia. 

At-Khohar 5 
Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain.. 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid t 


Marbeila 52 

Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka . 

Colombo 1 

.94 

Khar.crjm ! 1 


Sweden. 

. 46 

St.ickhoim S 

.9to 

11 

Taiwan. 


T.iipei 2 

Thjii.ind. 

. 6b 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia. 

.216 

Tur.B i 

Tarke-.. 

. mi 

Ankara 4 

I>:anbal I 

L \E . 

.971 

Abu Dhab: 2 

Ajman o 
\[ Ain 3 

Dubai 4 
ruja:rah 70 

Gn\aihl 52 

Ris A! Khaimah 77 

Sharjah o 

Umm Al Quwam 6 

UK. 

. 44 

London «inner “l.outer !■ 

(!) 

1 racLJ_\. 

.59S 

MofflctiJeo 2 

USA . 

. 1 

New York 212."IS 


\\ ashiricion 202 

USSR.“. 

.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela. 

. 5K 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia. 

.38 


Emergencies 

A n iman Govcmorate. 

.9122S 

Amman Civil Defence 

. 19S. 199 

C:v:l Defence Irbid. 

.. 271N2 

Cis jl Defence Dept .. 

.. .661111 

Ambulance .193.775111 

Amman lire bndcjde 

.19S 


... 630341 

Blood Bank. 

... 775121 

Civil Defence resuee. .. 

. O.3034I 

Police rescue ..62(111. 637777 

Police headquarters . . 

... 630141 

Trathe police. 

896390 

Electric Power Co.. 

...6363S1.4 

Water complaints. 

... S‘i74p' 

Queen \lta Airport .... 

U‘St53:CH) 

R! Fliehl Into. 

lUS153200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813S13 

Khaledi Maienuiv 

. 6442S1.6 

Akleh Maternitv. 

642441.2 

Jabal Amman Matemir 

v 642362 

. Malhas. J Amman... 

67*6141 

Palestine. Shineisaiu . 

6641 71 .'4 

Shmeisani Hnspii.il 

669131 

Unnerviiv Hospital .. 

.. K45S45 

Al-Nluashei Hospital .. 

66722". 9 

The Kiamih. \bJ.ili 

606127.'.*" 

Al-Ahli. A Mali .. .. 

664 If *4, r* 

lt.iii.m- Al-Miiliatreen 

.777101,7* 

■\I-B.ishii. Ashrafieh . 

775111.26 

Arm\ Marka . . 

,S9lft| | |> 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602 240.5i 1 

Anul Hospital 

6"4155 

General 


Jordan Television. . . 

777*111/19 

Radio JorJ.iti. 

7-4111.'1*1 

Minis!r\ 4*1 Tounsti:. . 

.. 642311 

Hotel compl.imts 

605500. 

Pnie complaints .... 

. .. 661 l"b| 

Telephone Information .121' 

Jordan and Middle East calls . 10! 

Repair service. 

.6231011 


The 


Star 


Jordan'spoBBcal, ec o nomi c 
and odtural weekly 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 





Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French- Cultural GenSe^—^637009 
Goethe Institute 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre .. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre _ 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre..665195 

Hussein Youth City.—_ 667181/5 

Y.W.CA... 641793 

Y.WJVLA___ 664251 

Amman Mim. Liteary— 637111 
Univ. of Jordan Library.... 843555 
R-S.C. N.837931/837937 


Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre..675571 
Nabil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 

Concord .-. 677420 

Plaza jsjm a - .i T — - — — 699238 
Philadelphia 1_634144 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City.— 667181 

Orthodox Club-..810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Royal Chess Club.. 673713 

Royal Racing Club— 09-801233 
Jordan Bridge Assoc-676990 


Jordan's leading 



Al Andalusiah. 

Al Barakeh...-. 

.606821 

..68798S 

AJ-Jabal -. 

AI-Labadi. 

.606669 

.813554 

. 639861 

Al-Samer-.... 

—....7*1707 

AI-Waha . 

-.674105 


. 670498 

Amman. 

. 666327 


.641350 


.699420 

Budget.. 

.604230 

Deas. 

. 669970 

.660601 


.601350/80 

Geoeral Services 

.674100 

Hertz (Int’l. sales only)— 694802 1 

Kada .. 

_665161/665153 

i National- 

.639197/8 

i Nebo. 

- 816792 

605501 


..694883 


..625767/62147! 


_668958 


... 604904 


60488? 




SL Joseph Church: (RomanCatho- 
1 ic»Jabal .-\mrna. Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation: (Ro¬ 
man Catholic) Jabal Weibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic i Jabal Hussein. Tel.661757. 
Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic). Jabal Welbdeh. mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Ammunation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman. Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orth odds Church: 
Ashrafieh. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephriam Church: (Syriac Or¬ 
thodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 
Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shmei- 
sani. Tel. 652526. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 


The Prime Minisliy/Jabal A mman Tel. 641211 

Foreign Aftairs / Jabal Amman TeL 644361 

Interior Min Kin/ Jabal Amman TeL 663111 

Finance / Abdali TeL 636321 

Public Health / Jahal Al-Hussein Tel. 665131 

Education &. Higher Education Abdali TeL 669181 

Justice / Shmaisani TeL 663101 

Planning ! Jahal Amman Tel. 644466 

Public Works & Housing / Abdali TeL 668481 

Mtimapaluies &. Envirtmmrm I Jahal Amman TrL 641393 

Industry & Trade / Abdali Td. 663191 

Supplies / Abdali Tri. 602121 

Awqaf Si Islamic Attain / Jahal Al-Hu-.sein TeL 666141 

Agriculture / University Road Td 686151 

Labour / Abdali Td 698186 

Social Development / Jabal Amman Td. 673191 

Transport / Eighth Circle Td. 641461 

Pckj & Communications / Eighth Circle TeL 624301 

Information / Jabal Amman Td 641467 

Water & Irrigation / Shmaisani Td 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources / 5» aifeych TeL 815015 

Culture / Jabal Amman Td. 636391 

Youth / University TeL 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs / Abdali Tel. 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities / Jahal Amman TeL 642311 
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Al. ANDALUSIA 

Rent a car 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 
24 HOURS A DAY 
Just Call:682097 
Our name says it all 




A' 

^ine as 

Ml of our can are 
1993 models 

Garden Street 
Tel: 006821 , fax: 600901 




The First Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
_ room...! 


l»Air«TEL 

il^2«|l|Ia 



Amman-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 D AROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
nearAhliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:00p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


A° 00O ' , 

(V ANWAR ABBAS 

&CO. 10 

FULL COLOR 
PHOTOCOPY 

A4 to A3 SIZE 


Tel. 692119 - 692148 
Fax. 692148 



The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 





7th Circle - epp. Samada Hotel 

825423 



Jordan V.I.P. Hof-line 

24 iiO'UT2 

It's FREE infbnihirion to 
locate a product or sen-ice 
Royal Jordanian 
Tourism A Leisure 
Business & Finance 
Home ic Design 
Education 

: . Shopping & Gills 

Real Estate 


ice In 4 q a b 


our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 


or 

this letter will 
unravel itself to 
your immagination 





Hi its 


* * * * 


For reservations call (03) 31663 6 
Fax (03) 318246 




To adi’ertise in this space, call us at 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
10 - 16 July 


Inneundo: 

Queen 



ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — Super Bloopers 
09:00 — Not Another Science 
Show 

10:20 — Feature Film: Shoot 
to Kill. A dangerous criminals 
chased by an FBI agent 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Step By Step 
09:10 — The Trials of Life. A 
focus on how animals and in¬ 
sects Find their way during the 
day and night. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — French Series 

MONDAY 

08:30 — And Baby Makes 
Five 

09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Garry and Suzana decide to 
dedicate their life to their baby 
girl, Emma. As new parents, 
they realise the course of their 
life has completely changed. 
10:00 — News in English 
10:40 — Street Justice. Eddy 
and Adam investigate a rob¬ 
bery case. 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — Detective 
09:00 — False Arrest 
09:00—A Kind of Magic 
10:00—News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, 'Dou¬ 
ble Vision'. Caroline sets out to 
investigate into the earth of her 
identical twin. 


ir 


l 




Goal will be aired on Thursday, 15 July, at 5:45 pm. 


WEDNESDAY 


08:30 — Night Court 
09:00 — The Story of Holly¬ 
wood 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Mini series: Harry's 
Game 

THURSDAY 

08:30 — Too Close For Com¬ 
fort 

09:10 — Quantum Leap. Sam 
leaps back in time to Find him¬ 
self in the shoes of a theater ac¬ 


tor. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
'No Mercy'. Starring Kim Ba¬ 
singer. 

FRIDAY 

08:30 — Head of the Class 
09:10 — Reasonable Doubts 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Echoes 

PROGRAMMES 

FRAN$AIS 

SAMEDI 




I'espace 

06:30 — Envoyf Special 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Fenetre Sur 

DIMANCHE 

05:30 — Reves D'enfants 
5:40 — Les Cles de Fort 
Boyard 

07:00—Le Journal 

07:15 — Le Journal de 

LTfistoire 

LUNDI 


SAMEDI 06:00 — Megalopoles 

07:00—Le Journal 

06.-00 — Les Aventuriers de 07:15 — Magazine Sportif 


IF A book is ever to be writ¬ 
ten about Rock Music, 
Queen will definitely get 
one fat chapter. Queen is a 
British band that was formed 
in the seventies and contin¬ 
ued to fill the world with 
their style. 

This unique style re¬ 
mained intact up until re¬ 
cently, when it died with the 
departure of legendary vo¬ 
calist Freddy Mercury; who 
was another victim of AIDS, 
rm sure that anyone reading 
this review has at least heard 
one Queen song. 

Innuendo was the last al¬ 
bum Queen made. My first 
impression about this album 
was that of high degree. It 
was, as expected, nothing 
short of brilliant. The title 
track. Innuendo, is an excel¬ 
lent song which has a Span¬ 
ish Flamenco style added in 
the middle. The guitars, vo¬ 
cals and the entire atmos- 


MARDI 

■ O mnis ciences 
Maguy 

■ Le Journal 

■ Varifitfe 

MERCRED! 

- Le Mythomane 

■ Le Journal 
-Ushuaia 

JEUDI 

-Pifet Hercole 

-Goal 

-Geopolis 

- Le Journal 
-Fusion 

VENDRED1 

-LeFUm frangais 

- Le Journal 
-Varietes 


phere of die song are all very 
powerful. . - 

. Tm Going Slightly Mad is a 
somewhat comical song with 
lyrics that truly show he knows 
bis prose (being a Baron’ him¬ 
self)- Another song thatVcer-. 
tainly one to prick your ears to 
is Headlong; a heavy-metal 
song. This song is very fervenL 
The best song on the album,-in 
my opinion, is These Are The •= 
Days Of Our Lives. It is a slow 
song that conveys Freddy Mer- 
cury’s yearn for the good old- 
days. I think he knew he was 
dying when he wrote this song. 
The video done for the song 
was Freddy’s last appearance on 
camera. 

As usual, the band did an ex¬ 
cellent job in making this al¬ 
bum. The production side of- 
their music is nearly flawless. 
The great tiling about Queen is 
that they maintain a certain 
style easily noticed throughout 
the years. They have also man¬ 


aged to offer some- 

. thing . new .every 
time . Therefore, 
each song is dis- - 
tioct, making it ul- - ; • - . - 

most impossible for . jt j v4;* 

. .the listener to get w . 
bored of such a 
wonderful style. 

Innuendo is some-; 
thing to phone home 
about! In short, buy 
it! And if you like 
the album, try . 
checking out one of .. 
their available col¬ 
lections, such as 
Greatest Hits ll and 

Fred Is Dead Now. 

' Artists from 
around the world i v 

gathered at Wembly 
in April, 1992, to 
pay tribute to one of 
. the best things that - - 
ever happened to music: Fred¬ 
dy Mercury. 
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Amjad Abu El Hilda 


F r e q 11 e n c y 


. RJ 96.04MHZ 
SATURDAY 

18:00 — The Top Twenty 
(UK) 

19:30 — Date -with a Stan 
KLF 

20:00 — On stage: Ella Fitzge¬ 
rald 

22:00 — Pop Session 
SUNDAY 

14:00 — Science Report 
18:00—Listeners' Choice 
19-30 — Date with a Star: 
Uriah Heep 


Prepared by Zeid Nasser 
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Computer 

Companies: 

You are invited to 
share in your news 
and activities with our 
readers. Drop us a 
line at 652380 or fax 
; you news on 648298. 


GBM celebrates a successful year 


Sun gains in on Microsoft with WABI technology: 

Solaris 2.1 for Intel PCs 


WITH WINDOWS NT and 
OS/2 both on the market and 
fighting it out for the position 
of the standard 32-bit operating 
system for desktop PC users, 
Sun Technologies is sneaking 
in from behind with a UNIX 
based system that is nothing 
less than revolutionary. 

Sun's breakthrough operating 
system, Solaris 2.1 for Intel 
PCs. will actually allow you to 
tun all of your 16-bit Windows 
applications. 20 to 50 percent 
faster than they would run on 
top of DOS. 

Sun owes this to WABI tech¬ 
nology fWindows Application 
Binary Interfaced that allows 
Windows applications to run 
on any UNIX machine without 
Microsoft Windows! Thai’s not 


a;gnt.A Czr 

Jet 687988 24 hour service 
cas691155ext 8837 
RX696584 - Shmefsanl- Abdel 
Herod SharafStr 
Amman-Jonian 



y V Sohifis 



all, WABI can make Windows 
applications run even better 
than they do on Microsoft's 
platform.’ 

WABI is certified by SunSe- 
lecl to run 13 top-selling Win¬ 
dows applications including 
'Word. Excel, Lotus 1-2-3, 
WordPerfect. Harvard Graph¬ 
ics, PageMaker and Corel. 
You can even soon expect to 
run Macintosh software on it 
too. since Apple intends to 
make it possible in the near fu¬ 
ture. 

Unlike Windows NT. Solaris 
is based on UNIX, it can run on 
workstations with SPARC pro¬ 
cessors and should also run on 
the forthcoming PowerPC chip 
as well as Intel's popular 386 
and 486 processors. 

Of course, you can't expect to 
run Solaris effectively on just 
any PC. It does have some 


hardware requirements similar 
to those of Windows NT. Sun 
recommends a fast 486DX with 
at least 16MB of RAM memo¬ 
ry, you might even need more 
if you're planning to run Win¬ 
dows applications alongside 
your Sun ones. You'll also need 
around 200MB hard disk space. 

There are some 750,000 Sol¬ 
aris users world-wide and Sun 
hopes to reach the million 
mark by the end of the year. 

So the main question re¬ 
mains, do you'think you'll be 
berter off with a new operating 
system like Windows NT 
which is being trumpeted in the 
computer press as the future of 
computing, or will you settle 
for a 20 year-old operating sys¬ 
tem like UNIX which already 
has many more applications 
now, than NT? 

It looks like the battle of the 
32-bit operating systems is just 
about to start. Microsoft has al¬ 
ready started a legal battle any¬ 
way by slapping Sun wife a 
lawsuit over WABI; the results 
of which, are quite unpredicta¬ 
ble. 

Solaris 2.1 for Intel PCs from 
Sun Technologies should be 
available in four months time. 
If you're interested, you can 
contact Specialized Technical 
Services (STS), distributors for 
Sun products in Jordan. ■ 


SIXTY GBM achievers were 
acclaimed by general manager 
Mustafa Rugibani at fee 1993 
GBM Convention which was 
staged this year in Malaysia. 

Mr Rugibani told his guests, 
'1 am very happy with our re¬ 
sults for 1992. It was an out¬ 
standing year of achievement, 
which is why we are here to¬ 
day. Group income increased 
more than 50 percent and we 
added 50 employees to fee pay¬ 
roll. We have achieved leader¬ 
ship among the information 
technology companies of fee 
Gulf, since we founded GBM 
three years ago." 

We are profitable in all our 
sectors of activity. We have 
continued the drive towards be¬ 
ing seen as a total services, to¬ 
tal solutions company, not sim¬ 
ply fee IBM distributors. In a 
survey of customer satisfaction 
carnal out by IBM throughout 
the Europe, Middle East and 
Africa region (SEMEA), we 
were found to fee best in SE¬ 
MEA for customer service. 

Backing up Mr Rugibani's 
comments, Mr Bumin of IBM 
Turkey pointed out to fee 



achievers that IBM had actual¬ 
ly reported an operating profit 
of $2.6 billion in 1992. The re¬ 
ported losses woe because of 
restructuring provisions costing 
$11 billion. 

IBM reduced worldwide 
costs by 6-8 percent since 1991 
and embarked on major devel¬ 
opments in software and servic¬ 
es. "IBM continued to plough 
around 10 . percent of revenue 
into research and development 
— a commitment last year of 
nearly $6 billion." 


GBM Salesman of the year 
was Faisal Adtil R ahm a n of 
GBM .Kuwait, whose individu¬ 
al achievement' represented . 
12.17 percent of branch turno* . 
ver and 6 percent of tbtal'GBM' 
revenue. The top branch was - 
GBM Abu Dhabi, led by Ak- 
ram Jawhaty. Tim Rais ' of 
Oman was 1992 Systems Engi.-/ 
neer, Jim Wood of Dubar was 
Customer Engineer of the Year 
and Charles Jacob of Bahrain 
received fee Admim,■.and 'Fi- 
nance Support award. I 


News update 


"Asr A1 Computer" 

• A new Arabic Egyptian 
computer magazine "Asr A1 
Computer", roughly translated 
"Computer Era", has recently 
went on the market The May 



issue included the usual blend 
of short news, lots of photos, 
short software and hardware re¬ 
views and an in depth look into 
some operating systems like 
OS/2, UNIX and Dos 6 . The 
OS/2 article, called "How OS/2 
can increase your productivity 
in a hundred ways" is an inter¬ 
esting feature which takes an 
optimistic look at the operating 
system that everybody seems to 
criticize nowadays. "Asr A1 
Computer" is priced at JD 2. 

OS/2 integration for NT 

0 IBM has recently hinted at 
enabling its OS/2 operating 
system to run Windows NT 
software. This is to be achieved 
by using integration tools feat 
would enable software vendors 
to spread development across 
Windows NT ana OS/2. We'U 
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MONDAY 

ism —Sports Round-up 
1930 — Date with a Star: 
Imagination 

TUESDAY 

19:30 — Date with a Stan 
Kool and the Gang 

WEDNESDAY 

18-30 — Science Report . 
1930 —r Date wife a Stan John 
Waite 

1 THURSDAY. 

1430 — My Music. A musi¬ 


cal quiz. 

18:00 — Top Twenty (UK) . 
1930 — Date With a Stan X ; 
Jennifer Wames . - 

FRIDAY 

U :00 — Listener's Cholot%^ 
17:00 — Country Music - 
18:00 — On Stage: Ella Fitasv_% 
gerald t.- 

19:00 — News Edition, 
with a Star: Kansas • '■■''fy 

20:00 — Old Favorites 
22KH) — Now Music Proffle^) - 

rem . ,-fi 

23:00 — Classical Conceit*! 

■ Mozait •- %%% 
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be telling you-more on this 
soon. .r 

Super Mario Bros., 
the movie - ; 

• The two most famous video 
game characters Mario ■and Lui¬ 
gi, also known as the- Mario 
brothers, are coming, to a movie 
theatre near you soon. Bob Ho¬ 
skins stars in a movie called. Su¬ 
per Mario Bros., which looks 
tike an action movie set in the 
future with Hoskins walking 
■ around in gijffhtic metallic 
shoes, 1 probably wife a story 
line similar to the 'game "save 
the princess and knock all those 
bricks with your head along the 
way"! When fee movie, comes 
out well know more about the 
plot. Remember, Nmtehdafeihs, 
youhavebeeninfonned ■' 


choices 


THERE IS a lot of jargon and terminology surrounding moni-T 
tors, Whicfa really makes the average computer user quite cprr-T 
fused There are, however, some basics you should be 
for in any monitor and there are some more specific require-): 
meats that yon might also need to consider for relaxing view-f • 

jug.. . .... .-•••-} 

The best way to handle this aspect of computing would be. • 
fe stay away from explaining the advanced technology behind. 
all these terms since all monitors work according to fee same 7 
principal. As a buyer, your focus would be on the kmd'of , 
questions you should be asking if you were to walk into 
shop tod ask for. a monitor, or to know a thing or 
you're faced wife one of those totally incomprehensiWe &b-b 
ebures’ which are literally full of terms like "Crystal Scanty; 
Non-Interlaced" and others. 

Hist things first, what's fee difference between CGA, EGA,i 
VGA atod SVGA monitors? Each one of these abbreviations 
refers to a video standard used wife IBM-PC computers ovoc, 
fee years. Forget about CGA because its ancient and displays^ 
a very low resolution and very few colors. As for EGA; itdfc-X 
plays more colors and higher resolutions than CGA, but it has: 
been superseded; by VGA (Video Graphics Array) and Sa^ 
perVGA which is VGA at higher resolutions (800 x tiOQ afld 1 - 
.1024 x 768) wife even more colors. You'll have to getaA/GAT 
monitor at least, and preferably a SuperVGA monitor for sat-% 
isfactory use'wife Windows applications and colorful ganteST 
The monitor you purchase should be capable of displaying 
VGA and SVGA resolutions and the computer's motherboard^ 
should be equipped with a VGA or SVGA card to utilize ypuTv 
monitor's capabilities. "y 

Now, feat's out of the way, you start to consider fee mohf 
tor's size. The most popular size is 14 inches. If you’re going 
to oseyour computer for desktop publishing, CAD or any ofe-X 
er design application, you should consider a 17 inch monitor A 
and above because you can squeeze more .of your work into it_ ' 
Than there's fee issue of dot-pitch- Good monitors are usual-v. 
ly set at_0.28.dot-pitch which. rougMy means that you get au 2 
clearer picture -and better definition : . of small characters 
Cheaper monitors on fee market are either 0.31 or 039 dot- , 
pitdi all The way up to 031 dot-pitch' which is fee worsLjl 
Some monitors available offer 034 doi^pitch, which is betua; :: 
but not to readily available as 0.28- dot-pitch monitors. Very) , 
few people can tell the difference, ^t the point is that your^ 
eyes wfe'fedTtiiedif!BretiCe. 

When a monitor is said to be non-interlaced, or non-glare^ :, 
litis refers to fee "crispness" of the display and to wist extent 
the screen flashes, or glares in certain-graphic-modes. Such . 
teems really don't mean much to a usec\who feels reasonably^ 
relaxed when usihg? a. ^monitor. It makes sense, though, tot k 
to use the monitor or just look at it lorig enough to test it - 
It is uraversafiy agreed that fee-best monitors on fee market : 
are supplied by NEC. Some cheajjer motutors, howevervJfttun : 
other suppliers like ADI and Phillips are getting closer to feaf 
land of quality. : . ‘ 

- Remember that you owe. it to yourself to carefully examine 
.fee display of a monitor which ybiiH. end up spending sevml. 

• hours a day in.front of. A re!axing monitor which causes Httle, 
dr no, eyesu'ain also makes it a pleasure to sit at your comput- 7 
er desk, making fee displeasure of running Ground town Jook j 
mg. for the right, monitor seem worthwhile; Happy shopping 
and h^>py viewing. ■ 







































